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and ſtrength of the grace of God bringing ſalua- 


tion. And by; reaſow of the prevalence, and do- 
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1. The believers wrote to, bad bad ther late. 
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ſometimes ſuch, fulfilling with..allowance. the de- 
res of the fleſh, and of thaminde, even as others, - 
Eph. 2. 2,3. 1 Cor.6.9-11. Tit.3.3 And therefore * 

. bongh now in part; and. but newly redeemed 
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more of the relicks , of  ſuwh 4 75 flthineſs 3 
and the more powerfully get warring in their mem- 
bers for it is the more hard to learn to eſcbhem a- 
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cuſtomed foit, Jer.13:23. yea « man is more. rooted” 
i ſuch 4 vain converſation, 
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dleſiled But r 4 1 
Whoremongers ou A Gd wi pill judo 


N the firſt branch of cis Selce con 440 
1. What is Mari » Oc. 2 
2. What is meant 


Wn What makes i 


of u 
1. 1. The Marr weh dire 


which is ati dg & in the 
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allowed and 
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- "Tis Fee re alſo they ate ſaſd to be joy ned together b 

him, when wi m #74 conſent Nen d oe 
woman, that were ee free (as aforeſaid) do ſo 
take and five themſelves; and are ſo taken and given one 
to another. And whom God bath ſo Joyned together, no man 
may put aſunder z nor oughe they eicher of them to break 


that union or covenant, by dealing treacherouſly or frau- 


dulently one with another, Mat.2.14,15: Mattb. 19 4,5. 
This Marriage was at the firſt made by God more imme- 

diately, or by the miniſtration of Angels, in his bringing 

the woman to the man, after he had made her ofthe man, 
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ne Hech ; 1 


man, and one woman, 
s of, no more accor- 
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This! is Marriage, And b ju: ir. s the e- 
bed, modeſtly int imating the fe ie between fan ol ie d 
perſons as man and wife , which is 5 allowed? and approved 
of God. See Prov. 5. 18,1920, 1 Cor. 7. 2727 45. which then 
is not defiled, when no ot het᷑ is accepted into it, betiges or 
with them 3 or ſo known, A to, or looked on to 
that end, or in purſuance ct ſuch a deſire, by either of 
them, See Fob 31. 1-9,10,11. with Gen. 49.4. Numb. 5. 20. 
Prot. g. 17. See how the ſpiritua]l 1 he anſwerable 
to ſuch dfling the bed is expreſſed Iſai.57. 8. 

2. The next confideration is, what is co be underſtood 
byits being bonourable in all. 

It appears 1 that which is oppoſed to it in the other 
branch of the Text, which is Gods judging, diſallowing, 
condemning, puniſhing Whoremongers and Adulcerers : 


That by its being hbononreble, is meant, thet it is allowed 


and approved of God in his word and works, and by.him 


ely, and of good report among men; as a lau- 
dable an: Comely mean of Gods appointment and ap- 
provement, and by him ordained to honourable 18 as 


1. For mans having a meet help and companion, 
having firſt formed the man of the duſt of the earth, ai 14 
breathed into his noſtrils the breath of life, in d 
became a living ſoul, and w s made after Gods ang mage 
or likeneſs, judged, that t was 4 good for man to be alone, 
or without one of the ſame kinde,, (for gang, all che o- 
ther creatuges there was not foun heme ke or | ind 
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d cc 51 285 17 
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oppor to aſced of fornication. ' And ſo Marriage till is 

botourable in al, agate means, and way approved, and 

appointed God, r the ſeeking and bringing forth = 


med to have, or to have had. As well as alp for 1 
and mutual ſalace, and helpfulneſs in all things pertain- 
ing to them to do, and ſuffer, in their bringing up children 
for the Lord, and ſeeking his glory in all 11 85 And ſo 
2. K cochely and laudable means of Gods appointment 
for avoiding fornication, Which ic is his will we ſhould ab- 
ſtaig and flee from. See 1 Cor. . 2.35445, 9. 
3. It is alſo ordained to be to W myſtical ſigne and 


reſemblante of another Marriage, r (piri- 
etal; and gloribus, as in a - "> config fiderations * 
de h; at union between t humanity and th and 


God, 
This R a nearer 
by the natural Marri- 
an oy by of two natures in 
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es, and forfeirures of the 
ebecomes ſurety for them, 


ſo between Godegd man in FEE perfon of the Son 


ord w 1247 fl 
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un 


ſor her pod, and for the Creditors ſatisfa&ion :;- ſo, and 
much mote in this , Gods Son being made of a woman 
| was made under the Law fo us th were under the Law; 
and all our fins; 5 ges and forfeitures to God 
And ao he on im 3 SN ty for good, 
beendle ts „ all che cad 8 glory and 

lhe is inveſt- 

are ue this, all the 


ws ex andthar is che 
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of God made man; whence the glory of the «Word made 
fle ſh, is ſaid to be the glory 0 tbe onely begotten Son ef God, 
full of grace and trutb ; andas ſuch the eye-witneſſes he- 
beld it, Fob;-1; 14. and believe do now ſpiritually and by 
fait h behold ic. For theſe; and ot uch reaſons, this u- 
nion; in which the Word was {b, and the Son of 
man was glorified with Cod, is reſembled by a Marriage 
high a King made for bis ſon, and ſent his ſervants to call 
nd bad to the wedding-feaſt, Mattb. 22. 2-10. with 
Pro9.9.1-6. This alſo may be fignified (at leaſt as the root 
and foundation of that)in Fer.3.14+ Turn O backſliding 6bj1- 
dren, ſaith the Lord, for I am married to you; as may appear 
in comparing it with that Fer.,z1.22: How long wilt tbou go 
about, O thay backſliding daughger ? The Lord bath created a 
new thing in the earth, a woman ſhell compoſi a man. 

II. That ſpiricus! 7 reconciliation, or Marriage of 
mento Chri mane — 10 dinChriſt, which is graciouſly 


mw, — J unto all men in due time, 
ge 4 ground, 
m, and therein a 


s already made in Christ 


15 nings ready. Iſai ee 
with 2 Cor. 5.14˙1 with 12 2, and Prov.. and which 
is made in the fir fa eween Chriſt and the Church, 
even while they on earth th, nd ſo in a great ſort 
between Chrilt a an believingſou), Which elſo was 
typified by Gods e Dn and MN the whole houſe 
of 45 — I hep te himſelf, as ro their own; one = 
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as che Char bin | | 15 8 wat 
n tbe bead wife, even as. C 1 15 f the Church. 
And 3 Waere s even ap 


Chriſt loved tbe b, and gave bim | F for it: y Ter to: love 
aud cheriſb-ber as is own nn fleſp,even as theLord the . 5 and 
R chereto 


rhereto ſhewing that Fe. is one body, one fleſh 
with himſelf. And that for this cauſe « man ſhell leave bis 
father and mother, and-ſhull cleave to bis wife. He addes, that 
this is à great myſtery; but I Peak, ſays heyconcerning Chriſt 
and the Church : that is, it is not ſo great a myſtery in ic 
ſelf, but as it reſembles the union and marriage between 
Chriſt and the Church. Therefore elſem here he ſaith, that 
er be that ij joyned to a man is one body 3 for two, ſaich be, 
Mall be one fleſh ; ſo be that is joyned to the Lord is one it. 
And therefore admoniſheth to flee fornication ; as well be- 
cauſe marriage is ſo hononrable in the thing reſembled by 
ic, a$«lſo becauſe in being joy to the Lord they are 
made ene firit with him, and ſo one body in the unity of 
the Spirit; therefore not todeſile his body, his temple, by 
raking the members of Chrift, and making tbem the members of 
an haylor. See 1 Cor. 6. 15-19. whence allo he warneth of 
ſpiritual fornicatjon : for, ſays he, I have eſouſed y.u'to one 
busband , that I may preſent you « chaſte _virgia to Chrift, 
2 Cor. 11.2. Lea; that earthly marriages, according to 
Gods inſticucion of them from the beginning, are ordain- 
ed for a ſigne and reſetnblance of this heavenly and ſpiri- 
tual marriage; and therefore honagyrable in all, appears, 
by the holy Ghoſtꝭ making uſe of them, and the obligatt- 
ons of them, and loves pertaining to them, occaſionally, 
to ſer betote us this heavenly and ſpiritual marriage, and 
the things pertaining thereto. See Hal. 45. tot. thende in- 
ticuled, A ſong of loves 3 and the whole book of Cant icles. 
Yea, to fer before us that forementioned type of this, and 
therein alſo the thingic (elf; and the evil oi ſpiritual for- 
nice by th# evil and ſhamefulneſs of a wife's: dealing: 
treacherbduſly with her husband. te the fore · cited Seri- 
ptures. Tſai. 5. 1, &c., Jer. & 3 chapters; E Zeh 16, tot. 
with Heſ. 1,2 & 3 Res, And indeed, all ſpiritual for- 
nication, and treat herous dealing of that kinde , is, and 
always was found on the womans part, that is „ on the 
Churches part, not on Gods and Cbriſts part, who is the 

head and husband ; in him is no iniquity ; be hates ſuch 
treachery, and putting away, (as we ſhall after 1 

. ew. 
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ſhew.) And this was ſpoken tg hemzas well as many other 
things, by enſemples or types, which are alſo written for 
eur infleudion, upon whon the ends of the world are come. 
1 Cor.10 6.11. Heb. 8. & g, K 10. Wy Rh 
111. That glorious marriage, in which this between 
Chriſt and the Church, now ſpiritually begun, ſhall be 
compleatly finiſhed between him and them, in their ſouls 
and bodies re- united ; in which their vile body ſpall be fa- 
ſhiongh into the likens f of bis glorious body, and they glorified 
together with him: And in which Jeruſalem ſhall be glo- 
riouſly married, even their land ſhall be married, and the 
ſeed andoff-ſpring that (hall then be reſerved, and brought 
forth out of them, ſhallbe married to him, and therein 
alſo tothem the children of the firſt reſur rection, and that 
according to ſuch a Covenant, and in ſuch manner, as they 
never before were married: At which Marriage, and on 
that mountain, the Lord will make to all people a glorious 


feaſt. See Tſai. 28. Kc. They are pronounced bleſſed 
that ſhall be called unto this Marriage-ſypper of the Lamb, 
to fit down with him then when the Bride the Lambs wife 
hath made her ſelf ready ; even as they are pronounced 
bleſſed, aud holy, that baue part in the firſt reſurrection, for on 
ſuch the ſecond death all ba ve no 7 they ſhall be prieſts 
of God , and of Cbriſt, aud ſhall reign with him à thouſand 
years. Rev.1947,8.9. and 20. 6. with Matth.25.1 1 22. 
28, 29, 30. This is that reſembled by natural orf earthly 
Marriages in the prophecie of it, Ifa.62. 4,5. Thou ſhalt no 
more be termed Forſaken, nor thy land deſolate , but thou ſhalt 
be called Hepbai-bab, and thy land Beulab : for the Lord de- 
lighteth in the e, and thy laud ſhall be married: for as a young 
man marrietb a virgin, ſpall thy ſons maxry tbee; and as the 
bridegreom rejoyceth over t bo bride,ſo (hall thy God 4ejoyce over 

thee. '. Secalſo Fer.31:31,32, &e. Heſ. a. 19,2060. 
Thus, and ſor thefe honourable ends ang purpoſes, Mar- 
riage is bonourable in all, and the bed undefiled. Nan, name. 
ly in all men, or perſons of mankinde, male and female, 
whether believers or unbelievers, whether rich or poor, 
and of what order, rank, degree or place ſoever they be » 
| | the 


Sorta, a at 


the Church, or out of it. So that whoſoever defice it, be- 
5 ſuch as are fir for it, and may be joyned — Mev 
cording to that Covenant in its it ive inſtitution, they 
may marry with Gods allowance. Though believers are 
admoniſhed not to be equally yoked with unbelievers, and 
ſo to marry eee 5 - a the ignorant, prophane, 
andunbelievers are nowhere forbidden of God to marry; 
but t hat is allowed them, and made clean, comely, and 
honoutable, for their enjoy ment and uſe, as one of ghoſe 
demonſtrations of his 3 them, by Fhich 
he is leading them to repentance. Ki 
W hich leads us to the third Confideration, namely, 
3. What it is that makes Marriage in ſuch wiſe honou- 
rable in all, and the bed'undefiled ; and by what means ic 
becomes fo to us. To which I ſay, 5 7 
1. God hath dignified it, and made it honourable for all 
mankinde in che hilt 


clea ve to bi wife. See Gen. 2. 18-21-25, with Matth. 19. 4,5. 
and Mal. 2. 14, 15. Thus did God dignific it, aud make it 
honoursble tor all mankinde in che fitſt Adam. But 
2. That ic now becomes honourable to us, ſinful and 
polluted mankinde, and that ſueh enjoyment and uſe of 
it, as aforeſaid, is laudable and comely in all, is enely by 
means of the facrifice #nd mediation of the man Thriſt 
Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, by whom it is ſanctiſied, and made 
clean for our uſe, from chat ſha meg confuſion and pollu- 
tion that we had ptocured to our ſelves in it, and in all 
conditions, relations, and enjoy ments. For notwichſtand- 
ing God had dignified it, and made it honourable in he 
fir 
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firſt man und woman, as in their firft eonſlitution, and chat 
was for all in that firſt publike man male and female yet 
fin being once ent red, and death by fin, it- could not 
have been honourable in them, nor in any of their po- 
ſte rity, unleſs God had deviſed a means for. his baniſhed, 
that they might not be utterly: expelled: both from his 
preſence and mercy, unleſs God bad provided a remedy 
in afecond Adam; for fin is a ſhame, and reproach to any 
people, and doth. make a ſeparat ion between God and 
them', and hide good things from them. Pro. 14. 34» 

er. 5. 25. SAS 23 TG 9.1 

Now the firſt Adam, both male and female, preſently 
after their creation, and excellent conſtit ution,  finney a- 
gainſt their Creator, andtherein the whole Nature ſiuned, 
and departed from God, and became polluted with all 
uncleanneſs, and enmity to him, and ſo came ſhort of that 
glory of God in, and unto which they were created: Aud 
brought ſhame and diſhonour upon themſelves, and upon 
their ſtate ; and; relation of marriage, and on the ftuit 
of the body, and of the Womb; ſo that all mankind be- 
came curſed in all relations, conditions, and injoyments, 
aud in all that they had, and did, as in, and from the firſt 
man Adam. See Gen. 3. 16, 17. & Deut. 28. 15. Cg. with 
Rom. 3.91923. & Ch. 5. 12. But God hath: found out 
a Ranſom, a Redeemer, and Healer, ſor all mankinde 
without reſpe&'of perſons. 2 Sam. 14.14. RSM. 3. 21, 22, 
23. Cc. and 5.1218. | 

God hath crowned: his ſon 72 with glory; and b 
nour above men and Angel,, tbat be by the grace of God 
Gduld taſte death for every man: And he that onely one, 
in a body prepared him to that <purpoſe, dyed for ail, as 
the ſecond Adam, a ſutety, and publick perſon, in the 
room, and ſtead of all; he dyed their death, and therein 
ſuffered all the ſhame, reproach;'and wrath that was their 
due for the ſins, and treſpaſſes of the world; that came 
in by the diſubedience of one, and occaſioned the breach. 
between God and man at the firſt: And therein God was 
in Chriſt, reconciling the world $0 a nor imputing 72 
Ls: A < ; tre- 
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ryeſpaſſes tonbem : For be bath made bim tbat knew #0 ſin, to be 
Fu for us: And this for our behoof and commodity, that 
men condemned and dead at Law, might live to a comfor- 
table injoyment of his mercies in marriage , and the 
fruits eheredf, and in a comfortable uſe of the Creature; 
to the end that i bey bat thus Live in their ſeveral ages, ſhould 
not benceſorth live to themiſeluds, bur to bim that dyed for them 
and roſe again that fo through the grace of God, bringing 
ſalvation to all men in due time they might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. Heb. 2.9. 2 Cor. 5. 14,15, 19, 
21. with 1 Tim. 2.6. Tit. 2.11, 12. | I® 

: Wherefore alſo, he is by means of the ſame death the 
Mediator between Gad and man, making interceſſion for the 
tranſgreſſors, for the daily taking away thoſe fins of the 


people, in which when light comes they chufe daikneſs 


rather, that judgement may not ſpeedily be executed, 
but mercies yet continued to rebellious ones. 1 Tim. 2. 
556. Pſal.6 8. 18,19, 20. Iſa. 53. 127 Luk. 13.6 9. 18014 

And by means of theſe two, the ſacrifice and interceſ- 
ſion of the Man Chriſt Jeſus, in whom the nature of man 
is married to God, and whois that one Mediator | between 


God aud man, marriage is ſanctiſied, and become honou- 


rable in all.; and ſo every creature of God fanctiſied (that 
is) made clean for bur uſe, that it my be received with 
thankſgiving of them that believe, and know the truth: 
For it i ſantirfied (ſaich the Apöſtle, 1 Tim. . 5.) by the 
word of God aud prayer ; that is, by the word that was made 
fleſh for us, and by his interceſſion for us. 

- By his being made fleſu, and ſo by the ſacrifice of his 
own: Body once ſor all, made perfect throught fafferinge, 
he hath made peace for the ſins af the worid im puted to 
him; aboliſhed death, taken the ſting out of it, redet med 
us to himſelf from the curſe of t he law > And fo far taken 


the evil of the curſe, and ſhame out of marriage; and crea» 


ture- injoyments, that we may have a laudable and com- 
fortable in joyment of chem, . though ſtill ſome fruits, and 
remembrances of our ſin is leſt upon them for gra tious 
ends; and therefore in the hand of the Mediator, who 
orders them for our good. NY And 
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And by his prayer, or continued interceſſion ſor us „ he 
ſtill (an&ifies thoſe injoyments of the creature, and makes 
them clean for our uſe, againſt the provocation of our 
daily iniquities of a new ſort, which otherwiſe would ren- 
der them unclean, and polluted to us, full of ſhame, miſery 
and curſe 3 which now are filled with gladneſs, refreſhing 
and mercy to men, even in all: and this, that they may 
be received with thankſgiving (as aforeſaid)of them that 
believe and know the truth. | 

Behold, in all this, the Lamb of God that taketb away the 
fins of the world; for becauſe He by the grace of God taſted 
death for every man, and gave himſelf a ranſome for all, and is 
our peace , the. propitiation for the ſins of the whole world : 
Therefore Marriage is boxourable in all, and the bed unde- 
filed, | a the + 

We come in the laſt place to conſider ſome uſefulneſs of 
this Inſtruction. 4 | ; 7 

1. It aggravates the fin of Fornication; if God had 
prohibited Marriage to any man, or to any ſort or order 
of men, or rendred it diſhonourabie, or uncomely for a- 
* marry, fornication in ſuch had been more cxcuſe- 
able. 1 i. ENT 2 
But when at ſuch a rate, as through the ſacrifice and me- 
diation of his Son, and to ſuch à gracious end, that 
men might be accommodated with the more cliearful- 
neſs to live to him, and ſerve him, God hath made mar- 
riage bonourable in all, and the bed undefiled; for any te 
walk in, and ſerye the luſts of uncleannxſs, ju whoredom aud 
adultery, or. ſecking content and ſatisſying to the natural 
concupiſcences in any way forbidden of God, mult needs 
be out of meaſure ſinful, becauſe without neceſſity, there 
was a ſanctiſied mæans to avoid it, which: either they had, 
or might, have had, for ſecking it of God according to his 
Will, w „knoms our nfeds 3 and uhat is good ſor us he 
would have given: yea, there is in it a deſpiſung his way, 
ang gracious proviſion, for our meet helpfulnels ; which 
iniquity is the greater, by how, much the more his provifi- 
an is tick and gaegiebss 1c ent dime gnniareg tn 
nung! D 2 2. This 
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2. This inſtruction condemns as heretical and de viliſh, 
thole doctrines that religiouſly ſorbid to marry, as alſo that 
command to abſtain from meats whith'God bath Created to 
be received,” and char with thanksgiving of them that believe 
und kw tbe truth, 1 Tim. 4. 1,35. 4 ? : 
Though in ſome caſes of diſtreſs and perplexity of Chri- 
ſtian Churches and Nations, it may be good (that is to 
ſay, commodious) for a wan, if he can contain, then nor 
to marry 3 yet if he, or ſhe that is unmarried, do then 
marry, they ſin not, nor do any thing worthy of ſhame 
meerly in marrying,though ſuch, at ſuch a time,ſhall have 
the more trouble in the fleſh ;, yer it is better to maryy then to 
burn, if they canuot contain, there fore let them marry, 1 Cor 
7-7,8,9,26,27,28. For Marriage is bowurable in all, of what 
degree, order, or rank ſoever: But whovemongers and a- 
dulterers God will judge. 13 c 
3. This alſo admoniſheth not to abuſe marriage which 
God hath in ſuch wiſe, and by ſuch means made honoura- 
ble. > 
Now marriage is abuſed,either by treacherous breaking 
or violating che covenant-of it, or intieing others ſo to 
do: or by a diſhonourable uſe of it, or behaviour in it. 
And here give me leave to ſtay awhile, as to ſhew the a- 
buſe of marriage in both theſe branches; and to warn of - 
it, it may be needful to ſome. NY 
1. Marriage is abufed, and prophaned, by a treache- 
Tous breaking, or inticing others to break and violate the 
covenant of it, of Which God is witneſs, Who will be a 
ſwift witneſs both againſt the adulterer, & againſt the falſe 
ſweater, ſee Mal. 2. 14,15. & 3.5. Therefore (ſaith the Lord) 
ſee that. none deal treac herouſiy with the wife of bis youth 3 
namely, that firſtraken, When he was free, and at liberty 
to mat ry: either not having been married before; or be- 
ing by the death of la former wife free from tlie law of his 
wife Cor fo the wife from the law of her husband.) For 
God is 4 witneſs between him, and tbe wife of ba youth ; and 
will take all treacherous dealing, in neglecting, or de- 
parting from the firſt; taking, or going in te another, or 
41 8 8 looking 
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looking upon another to luſt after them during the life- 


time of the firſt, as a breach ct his Covenant, which ad- 


mits not of another to be added to the firſt taken, during 
the life-cime of the firſt, no, though under pretence of ta- 
king, owning, and caring for heras a wife; nor of depar- 
ting from, or putting away the firſt. See Levit. 18.18. with 
the forementioned Scripture in Malachi, 

Sb then the Marziage-covenant is violated and broken, 
either by adding another; or by departing from, or put- 
ting away the firſt taken, during her life-time. . 

1. By adding another as a wife or concubine; a wife to 
her ſiſter, or one wife to another, during her life-time. 

True it is, that the taking and having more wives then 
one at at a time, and ſometimes divers wives and concu- 
bines alſo, was cuſtomarily uſed in ſormer ages, even a- 
mong Iſrael after the fleſh : And many good men allowed 
themſelves in ic, without examination of the cuſtom 
whence it came, and whether it was according, or con- 
trary.to Gods Law. And in thoſe times, before that 
grace of God that bringeth ſalvation te all men had ſo 4 
peared , as now it hath by Jeſs Chriſt , more fully diſco- 
vering,and teaching to deny all ungodlineſi and worldly luſts; 
God winked at ſuch things, and did not (o ſeverely te- 
prove them as fince he doth, and will do. And might the 
rather ſuffer, and forbear the ſtrict taking notice of them 
that at the time of the manifeſtation of Chriſt, and through 
the Goſpel, he might the more declare his righteouſneſs in 
forgiving fins that are paſt, and for other holy ends, 

et however in thoſe times of ignorance, among the 
Gentiles, and under thoſe darker diſpenſations to Iſrael, 
while he ſpake to them but in divers parts, and had not 
given ſo full and clear a revelation of the myſtery of god- 
Iineſs, as is now come forth by Chriſt to Jew and Gentile, 
he in a ſort witked:at ſuch things; yet (I ſay) it was not ſo 
from the beginning, as is already ſhewed.;z nor did God ever 
give any dectarative allowance of it, but contrariwiſe did 
forbid it, and declare it to be contrary to his minde, aud 
to the order he had ſet in creation, as may be ſeen in the 
Scriptures already cited. And 
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Andin the way of his NR alſo, even enough 
might be (ſeen to ſhew, that he did not approve it, (though 
he did not e judge it, as under this laſt diſpenſa- 
tion he WIll.) | : 35 

That he did not approve it, nor was it according to his 
minde, may be ſeen in theſe Obſervations. 

1. The firſt that we read of, that had two wives toge- 
ther, was that Lamech (not of the poſterity of Seth, but) 
of Cain, the fifth generation from him, who went out from 
the preſence of the Lord, and was wich his poſtericy ſepa- 
rated, and diſtinguiſhed from Seths poſterity , who, ic ap- 
pears, abode in Gods preſence, and retained his Oracles, 
and were called the ſons of God, probably as diſtinguiſhed 
from Cæin⸗ poſterity „ who were called he ſons and daugb- 

: PE men, (Compare the 4, 5, and 6 chapters of Gene- 
Is, 
And fee I. what befel that Lamech, {the ficſt that broke 
Gods law and order ſet in creation, in taking'twowives;) 
he was led into, and overcome of ſuch a temptation, as 
brought him under the ſentence (at leaſt in his own ſpirit) 
of an heavie judgement, exceeding Cairns tenfeld; which 
he was made ſadly to bewail in the ears of both his wives, 
who muſt reap the evil ſruit of it with him: And (ee how 
the mention of it is preſently added to that of histaking 
two wives, Gen.4.419, 23, 24. II. See alſo what wrath and 
Judgement it brought upon the old world, when the ſons of 
God (thoſe of Seibt poſterity, among whom the Oracles of 
God and his Worſhip was retained ) ſaw the daughters ef 
men t bat they were fair, and tock them wives of all thas they 
cboſe, and thereby joyned with them in their evil manners, 
and made their wickedneſs great, hardening their hearts 
againſt the ſpirituel:preaching of Jeſus Chriſt in his Ora- 
cles, and by ſuch means as he afforde d. 
2. And though after we read of ſame good men that 
added another wife, or wives and concubines, during tbe 
life-time of che firſt ; yet as they had no allowance; from 
Jod, in any of his oracles or inſtructionb given them ſo to 
I ſo like wiſe ĩt may be ohler ved) nhl nd ©! 
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1. That they of them that we read of firſt in it, were 
led into it by conſulting with the fleſh, or drawn in unad- 
viſedly by ſome temptation , and through heedleſneſs of 
the Word and Oracles of God. (As for inftance ) Abra- 
bam lived wich Sarab till they were both old ; and though 
God had given him no children , yet he would not adde 
another wife or concubine to her, to ſee if that way he 
might obtain children,” but intended to make Fljezer of 
Damaſcus his heir, until the Oracle came forth, thas one 
ont of bis own bowels ſhould be his heir : after which , upon 
Sarahs conſulting with the fleſh, becauſe it ceaſed to be with 
ber after #be manner of women, ſhe thought there mult be 
another added for che bringing about Gods promiſe ; and 
he liſtning to that haſtie device, went in to Hagar at the 
requeſt of his wife: yet neither is Hagar called by the ho- 
I Ghoſt his wife, (though by Sarab given to him to be his 
wife) but Sarabs maid, the bendwoman; and both ſhe, and 
Keturab , called his cencubines, Gen, 25.6. 1 Chron. 1.32. 
whieh Keturab alto by that ſeems to have been added in 
Sarabs life-time, I ſay, in char ſhe is called his concubine. 
He having been once led into a ſnare, and there being no 
ſuch. diſtin& revelation of the evil of it as is ſince come 
forth, he might the more eaſily be led into another. 

And Facyb intended no more then to take one wife, ac- 
cording to the inſtruction of his father and mother, (Gen. 
27. 46. and 28.1, 2. with chap. 29.18.) buf was beguiled of 
her his heart was firſt ſet upon, by the treachery of Laban, 
who without his knowledge or confent put the other firſt 
upon him: and then was eaſily perſwaded to follow his 
affection in accepting Rachel alſo , whom he always loved 
more then Leab; and then through envie of the ſiſters, 
occaſionally provoked from his having them both to wife, 
he was further led into ſnares, to accept of each of their 
handmaids for concubines. And after theſe ſwervings 
fromthe true order and tate of Marriage, (as ſet by God 
in the beginning) found in ſome ofthe fathers, other good 
men aſter even under the Law, ( in which miniſtration that 
eyil was not ſo fully and particularly "diſcovered and re- 
ee | = * proved) 


(16 | 
proved) following the examples and cuſtoms of their Fa- 
thers, divers of them cook many wives together, or oue 
in the life-time of the other, wichout examination, or 
conſidering how they therein (werved from the order ſer, 
and from the inſtruction in the Oracles from the begin- 
ning. And what ſnares they met with therein, may be 
ſeen in David, much more in Solomon, as well as in o- 
thers. This was very general, that one was loved more 
then the other, as in the caſe of Jacobs two wives, Gen.29, 
30,31. So, that it was a miſchief very incident to the ha- 
ving two, is fignified, Deut. 21. 15. And that occalioned 
en vy and hatred between the women, as, 1 Sam. 1.2 6,7. 
and in the former inſtances. ö 

IT. Ic is alſo obſervable, that in thoſe inſtructions dell- 
vered by theſe holy men, in thoſe times, which are record- 
ed by the holy Ghoſt, they nowhere juſtifie chat which 
yet was ſome of their practice in that particular. 
Abrabam charged his ſervant co take a wife (not wives) 
for his ſon, of his kindred, that he might not marry. wich 
the daughters of the land; ſo Iſaac and Rebekkab charged 
F acob... See Gen: 24-3,4,5. Cc. and 27.45. with Chapter 28. 
I 
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And Moſes the man of God, though his miniſtration 
was dark, and vailed, in compariſon of that come forth 
ſince; yet left this precept for Kings, who were to be ex- 
amples, and leadersof che people 3 That they ſhould nor 
multiply wives, Neut,17. 17. beſides that general precept, 
Levit:18.18. Thou ſhalt not take a wife to ber ſiſter (or as the 
Margin renders it )one wife to another, to uncover ber naked- 
ne ſs, be ſides the other, during ber life- time. See how expreſly 
he torbids it. 1. 

Vea, Solomon alſo,or rather the wiſdom of God by him, 
(though it ſeems he had. not always ſo heeded that inſt ru- 
ction, which he ſpake by the Holy Ghoſt to us) inſtructs 
to rejeyce with the wife of the youth ; he ſaith not wives, 
but the wife, and that of the youth, (the firſt taken, when 
a man was unmarried, or ſree from a wife, as aforeſaid) | 
Let ber be as the lo ing binde, let ber breaſts ſatisfic thee at all 
, = : * ö times 
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times, and be thou always raviſht with ber love. And why wilt 
thou my ſon be raviſht with the boſome of a ſtranger ? It ſeems 
by this, that all other women, during the life-time of che 
firſt, are api in that reſpe&,and ſoto be taken, or had. 
And how evil in the ſight of God the walking, contrary 
to this counſel is, and how ſnaring and hurt ful to a man, 
may be ſeen in what follows. See Prov.5.18. to the end, 
with 'Eccleſ.9.9. and Mal. 2. 14, 15. Ic appears by all 
ſaid, that the having two wives together, or adding one 
to the firſt during her life-time, is, and was from the be- 
ginning a breach of Gods Order and Covenant, and con- 
trary to his minde, never approved by him, though ſome- 
times in a ſort winked — ſo ſevetely charged and 
judged by him, as now under the Goſpel. 
Againſt this ſome haply may 4 | 
Objed.. 1. That Gods giving directions in ſuch a caſeas 
that, Deut. 21.15. If a man bade two wives, the one beloved, 
the otber bated; intimates his allowance of having two. 
 Anſw. Ta this I anſwer, That as much intimaces his 
allowance of hating the one, as of having two, And that 
he never intended to give allowance to any to hate his 
wife, will ſurely be acknowledged by any that have read, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour a thy ſelf 3 and no man ever 
bated bis own fleſh; and a man's wife is one fleſh wich 
him. Therefore hall à man leave bit farber and bis mother, 
and (ball cleave to bis wife. Veen 
Nor will any ſay, that God allowed a man to commit 
adultery. with a maid, not betrotbed, becauſe he gave di- 
region. in ſuch a caſe, chat if he bad done ſo, he ſhould 
- marry her, Exsd. 22.16. | 


0018. 2. Gods allowance (or the goodneſs and law- 
fulntls) of ſuch a practice, then appears, by Gods bring- 
ing pond 15 444 of 110 2 as ky 8 Res. 

cbell £40 FH the, box « rat, Ruth . 1. 

'  .Anſw. God oſten brings good . of evil — yet dot h 
nos thereby. juſtiſie the evil, nor ſtood in any need of it 

for the brioging forth his good: nor gives us any allowance 
thereby 40 do evil, chat * may come: but when eil 
HH |; | 9 IS 
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is found nh us, and where ſin hatk abounded, he takes 
occafion to magnifie the-riches of his grace, and the per- 
fectjon and victotiouſneſs of his righteouſneſs, for forgi- 
ving, and reigting over fin; even unto life eternal. But 
then to make tuch uſe of it, as to ſayʒ let us continue in fin, 
that grace may «bound, Let ws de ev that good may come, 
is a moſt wicked abuſe of, and turning his grace into wan- 
tonneſs,contrary to all the end, and inſtruction of it, which 
God forbids. Rom. 5. 20, 21. & 6.1, 2. with Cha p. 3. 5- 8. Vea, it 
is an evil and ſenſual way, to judge of God and-his things 
according to dut ward appearance, to judge him to be like 
ue, and approve our ways, becauſe he holds his peace, or 
alto fill fiis us with good things, Pfal. 5021. Eccleſ.8:rr, 
Iſa. 57, 10, 11, & c. We are inſtructed to ſearch, try and ex- 
amine our ways, not by outward appearances, or ſuc- 
ceſſes, but by the Word of the Lord, and now by that as 
come forch by Chriſt in the preaching of che croſs, which 
is that light that makes manifeſt all things reproved. 
Epbeſ. g. 13. 1 Cor. 11. 28,29. Jam. 1.25. Pſal. 1. 1,2. Fer. 17. 
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0550 3. God gave David Saul, wives into bis boſome,' 
2 Fan. 12.8. 11 798 "I end. enn aw it 2 
Anſw. 1. He gave him alſo, as the ſame 'Scripruretells us, 
his maſters bouſe, and the whole houſe df Iſrarl and of Fudab, 
to be ruled; fed, and nouriſhed by him as their Shepherd, 
as well as alſo therein to be to him A rich portion for his 
reſent ſaris factlon and bontentment; and to miagnthe 
Lim and ſo did give his nafters wives into bit boſowte, to be 
at his difpoſe, and to be cherifhed by him, ag his maſters 
wives; and yet not give them to fim to be to him as 
wives j nor read we any where of his taking, or having 
any of them as ſuch :? yrt they being ſo given to him, to 
be cheriſhed by him; and their h ab ig dend it 
had bethbefs/ovil ee ee y Fe, chen 
to ſhy Vriab with the fword of the childten of Aumon, 
that he miglit take his wife; yea, firſt” ro take her, and 
then ſo ad fly him, as he did. Ar bare having thoſe in 
his euſtody (ab aforeſaid) aggravated his evit i _—__ 
1 | 2 i 


as \ 2 = „ - 
. 


T9, 
did all the great goodneſs chat God b had begoyed upon 
him. And yet alſo 
2. If we had found that David had ſo taken them, and 

ſhould underſtand this Scripture to ſay, that God did give 
them into his boſome. for wives, or to. be ſo taken and 
uſed by him, if he 7955 9:6 ; (which, it doth WE; )J Vet 
that would 105 prove. Gods N his ſo taking, or 
having any of them as a wife, during the life · time of ano» 
ther. Fot᷑ God is ſaid oft- times to give permiſſvely thoſe 
things which properly he allows not, much leſs ap- 
proves, but Caffe ers, and permits, and is pleaſed to wink 
at the ſinfulneſs of mens 1 in cbem z as in alike caſe, 
Moſes for the hard neſs of tbeit bearts under the miniſtra- 
tion of the Law, that had both veiledneſs, and yet ſharp» 
neſs in many things, holding under a;yoke of by, Br 
in which there was not ſuch manifeſtation of the riches of 
the grace of G God $0 gels, and overcome toſuch whole 
ſubmiſſion to, and delight in Gods gonernmene in ever 
thing, as is ſince come forgh, by Chriſt; I fay, fot the blind. 
nels, and bardneſs of ibeir heart, under that miniſtracion 
(which was then more excu om the ſuffered them to 41 
way thetr wives, when, as from the i ing it wes not fe 


And then, as ever,God.( ce bord end 
1 or {bad ddow.. ee dared, p utting away. 
See Matth. „ with Mal, 2, 14215, 16. ang Mark 10-526; 


But enough hath been ſaid to ſhew, that the taking, or 


adding another wife ein 275 8 of the firſt, was 
always an gang ſt and corrup en ez 3 8 to 
its firſt EN t. Ae Fi Cos enant, 
of which God is) Fit ay. 00 bg Kein t hoſe ob- 


jections that may her rom ſome fornier pra- 
tic es of ſome of y be ny 1 © of old Cl ſay, of ſome of 


them, for moſt of them mere pre 1 rom that abuſe of 
marriage, as 3 © ob, and chere that might 
be mentioned 1 230 


kein ng at ſuch pra 
Fi bag. je eb 3 4 
our e againſt them, e- 
ven 


1 Gods To 
in CRE re under wit 
then he left not bimſclf 


ven inthe Oracles received, and retained by thoſe men, 
and inſtructions, and preceprs deliveredby them; who yet 
themſelves through temptation, counſel of the fleſh, or 
evil examples not examined, were led into ſuch ſnares, as 
is already ſhewed. | 

And yet more might be ſaid, (as to mention a little in 
that one inftance. of Fob N was a man of whom God 
teſtifies, that be feared God, and eſcbewed evil; andrhis is one 
of the great evils, which in the fear of God he had then 
learned to eſchew, having one wife (who yet (ometime 

through her folly was an afflickion to him) He made a 

covenant with bi eyes, (namely, that he would not look, 
or think on another, ro luſt after her) wby then, ſaid he, 
ſhould I think on @ maid : Fo what portion of God #4 there 
from above ? and what inheritance of the Almighty from on 
-bigh ? Is not deſtrudion to the wicked , and a ftrange puniſh- 
ment to tbe workers of iniquity, ce? if I bave((ays he)walked 
with 7 my foot bath baſted to deceit: If my beart batb 
been deceived by a woman, or [have laid wait at my neighbours 
door : Then let my wife grinde te another, and let others bow 

down upon her ; for this is an beynous crime, an iniquity to be 
» puniſhed by the judges. See Fob 31.1-12. 

And now that God hath ſpoken to us in theſe laſt days 
by his Son, he hath plainly declared his mindefor the 
bringing us into rettitude in this as in other things: ſee 
Matth. 19. 4-6. with Mark 10. 6-8. and what is before noted 
thereupon: like to which is that of the Apoſtle, i Cor. 7. a, 
3- Let every man bave bis own er every woman bave ber 
ou bucband ; and that to avoid the ſo having, knowing, 
or looking upon (to luſt after) any other by either of 
them. All which is there fignified to be fornication, as 
things are now revealed. ; | 
i Therefore alſo the ſame Apoſtle inſtructing Timothy 
and Tits what manner of perſons they mult be, who 
might by them be ordained in every. place as Biſhops and 
Deacons; mentions this as the fitſt hing: If any be blame- 
leſs, the butband of one wife, 1 Tim. 3. 2, 12. Tit, 1.6,7. If 

any ſay, this being a direction what manner of * 
Sree " they 
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they muff be, that may be ehoſen into office of 
of their brethren is not binding to all: kanſ wer?; 

1. It is an inſtruction how ſuch ought to be qualified; 
that they may profirably teach, and therewithal be exem- 
ples to others, in ſuch things, as the grate of God bringing 
ſalvation'to all meu, now in this appearance of ir, teacheth 
all. Therefore that which chey muſt be, is no other then 
what alothers, to whom that grace hath appeared; ought 
to be (according totheir capacicie ) and are by their tea- 
ching and example to be inſtrufted to 5 as may be ſeen in 
the other things mentioned, as vigilancie, good behaviour, 
being given to hoſpitality, apt to teach (as in any mea- 
ſure they have received the gift, 1 Pet. 4. 10.) not given to 
wine, no ſtriker or brawler, not accuſed ot riot. 2. This, 
that he be the bucband of one wife, is the firſt thing men- 
tioned, by which he is to be render d blameleſi: yea, in the 
Epiſtle to Tits, it is added as the reaſon why he mult be 
tbe busband of ont wife, &c. for ſuch a one muit be blameleſi.. 
le ſeems then, no man is blameleſs, (now under this laſt 
diſpenſation”) that is the husband of two wives together. 
I ſhall adde no more to this. But, -” 

2. The Marriage-covenant is violated and broken; by 
departing from, or putting away the firſt-takæn wife, or 
husband, during their life - time. Hence to that admoni- 
tion, Mal. 2.15. Let none deal treacherou ſiy againſi tbe wife of 
by youth ; this is added as a motive, For the Lord the God 
of Iſrael ſaith, that be batetb putting away. Putting away 
therefore is thereby fignified ro be included in the treacbe- 
rom dealing warned of. And our Saviour faith , that 
though Moſes for the bardueſꝭ of their hearts ſuffered them to 
put away their wives, and wrote them ſuch a precept ; 
yet from the beginning it was not ſo : and further addes, that 
whoſoever ſhall put away bis wife, aud marry anotber, commits: 
adulte iy againſt ber : and if « woman ſhall put away ber buſ- 
band, and warry another , ſhe commits 2 rk 10. 3. 

5 th 


Ma 
11, 12. Yet in the relation of one part his faying by 
Mattbew, we finde an ion, Fboſoever ſhall put away 
bis wife, except is be for fornication, &c. or for the ou 7 


fotnieation; See Mattb. 19.8, 9, with chap. 5.32. Aecordi 
to which, our Saviour 2 a — + left — 
caſes (though he gives no ſuch commandment in any caſe) 
for a man to put away his wife for the cauſe of fornication x 
or that there may be ſome ſuch cauſe of fornication , for 
which he may put her away, and yet not be chargeable 
wich breaking covenant, or committing adultery againſt 
her. And ſurely, that is fuck fornication, as is properly 
and originally her act, ( viz.) ſuch as in which ſhe treache- 
rouſly departs from her husband, as Jer. 3. 20. and endows 
and takes to her ſelf another iu ſtead of her hubband, as 
Ez 16.313 2,33, 34 · (Which is there diſtinguiſhed from that 
which is uſual in hatlots ; in Which they are entic ed, allu- 
red „ or hired by the adulterer to commit adultery with 
them.) And if onely for ſuch fornication of the wife, 
our Saviour ſtill leave a man at liberty to put het away; 
then the liberty given in this exception, not hing croſſeth 
the general prohibit ion of putting away vi hoùt thetex- 
| ception!:” gecuuſe in ſuch a _—_ is not are me in leas' 
ving, or ae g away, and ſo is not properly ſaid to put 
her A for the rie e e eee leaves 
him; and goes to, and takes another in his ſtead; though 
a ſter ſhe hoth done (o, he by ſome publike act, divorce or 
put tier away ; in ſuch wiſe, e to 
him nor herd her again ; or on her after turning, reſuſe 
to rectise, or ewn her again as his wife, This 1 give as 
my preſent apprehenſion of the nature of the fornication 
meant in the exception. : to which: am induced, both 
from that general prohibition forementioned, as expreſſed 
by the holy Ghoſt in one Evangeliſt : with which fee not 
how elfe this hould fully agree: aud 1 know Wiſdoms 
words ate alt plain, and right, nothing perverſe, croſs, 
or elaſhing one àgainſt another in them; and if in any; 


thing . otherwiſe tous, we maybe ſures: 
we do n dar undelſtandithem. For- b, in ſome one 
place, that mentioned by the niſdum of Gd, which in 


another pues fpeałingof the ame ching i omitted by: 


the ſame wildem yet (o as nothing eroſſeth, but each 


con- 


- 


confirms, opens,and hel 18 to e derland the other. And 
lam alſo. induced to it from the nature of Gods. hig 
with the houſe of Iſrael and wit h his Church and pe 806 
now ; which we ſhall finde to be luch a8 is ficly rele 51 
hereby , but much more exceeding in graciouſneſs : 
he bates paiting away. ; and hen provoked to it by ſack 
treacherous departing from him, and raking another in 
ſtead of him; yet, can righteoully, and is gracioully rea- 
dy to receive them again on their turning to him, as we 
may after ſhew. Tor. 3-1-20. reno NG. Iſubmit my 
apprehenſions herein to correction. N BE dect. a 
and propound it as my conception 5 
of fornication meerly, or it bei a lh as in . — 
woban 


ſhe | ee neee rts 4 her and goes to, 
and takes another in ſtes s not to put a- 
way his wife ves, Lage he rely NE ro or 
God that h ach now ap 155 d by Chr 


F | 
xt. Fafe. 
el her 


u 
tance, after R a ei jon, 19 25 
ly, without Tune gainſt * een „to 


again. And which oever of them. is «5 L, 
| from, or putting away the other, for what u  ſoeys ; 
deals greachexoully,, breaks s the Govenange AMES a- 
dultery 1 I put away , 28 | 
other with v hom th i 1 ec 1 | 
Suitable ro Which is 72 8 the Apo le, „ Who Fe it 
fo by yo 2 e So Lord, 1 5 1 de part not 5 
Fos 1b ut if he et ber ++ 
ed, 2515 % U A ho $f And let one and 
put away: .And-wheahe addes in he ee that 


if an 5 ellow will depart, 4 brother er ſiſter is not 
in bondage in fuck caſe; yer there he 5 that if the 2 
believer be. pleaſad to 2 s believers, the believe 
Hi 1 Cor. 7. 10-13. 60 ape Habs deal th | 
them that break WI” re ack cafes 3 Ez zek, 16-59% 
17.1319. Free 
2. Marriage is abuſed and by a diſhononrable 
uſe of it, or behaviour in it: 1 in mar- 
Vins, or ſking and choice f. or elſe 
in 


dul wa 
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G4) 
in the Kide together of Wm. perſons, or theic demea- 
nour one towards another, the reverence and fear of him 
by whom marriage is made honourable, and the bed unde- 
led, is not błfore our eyes; and ſo, our hearts are not in- 
clined to his teſtimonies , but to dovetouſneſs, or to that 
wiſdom that is from beneath, which is earthly, ſenſual, and de- 
viliſh,for direction of our ſteps therein; and the thing ai 
ed at therein, is not his honour and eee the promo- 
ting the things of his kingdom, and in order thereto, the 
direct end aud benefit of marriage according to his ordi- 
nance; but other things preferred before it, as may appear 
in theſe things. 

1. Wheni marrying; or in ſeeking and making choice 
of a wife, or an husband , either 1. It is deſired, and 


fou as a cover, of cldak, undet which they may hide 
chemſeſves in the ſervice of unclean and filthy luſts. Or, 
U. getting and increaſe of the tiches or honour 


is the thing ſought init , and not @ meet belp 
nion according to ods ordinance; both which 
ſhameful — 2 rtnghy of marriage, 
| he ter 1 account wieh men that know 


4k hit ere not too much ap roved or 
| "them cat peg and Row the truth as it is 
Feſws , a ave hereby het en inſtcuedin allthings, e- 


nes things i in their con- 


. to dom of God, and thr righteouſneſt 
theres to be to bien to 4dr other things, 
as he ehen 200d and Hheedful for them. Oc 3. When 
che win and af lection * preferred and followed i in the 


40 ne of oughr to be enlighe- 
N 


222 in marry EE 1 * 1 


man; it is chekefore elpeci- 

ſhameful an believers ; whoſe underſtanding 
and. 5 hath been ſo enlightned; and rectified, not 
t ſuffer: r have tlie precedentie/ and victory in ſuch 
choice; as in — var nher chin yea, theyare coutiſelled, 


noc to bez unequally yoaked 
toge- 


* 25) 
together with al 5 to make that burthen the 
lighter, they are. left co their liberty co marry to whom 
they will, with thac onely limitation, enelh in the Lord: 
It is therefore exceeding ſinful, and a diſhonour to mar- 
riage in them, to follow their own will and deſires, beyond 
the bounds of that limitation; for unbelievers, and ſuch 
as are in datkneſs cannot be meet helpes, and compani- 
ons to believers in che things of the Lord (to whom they 
are joyned) and ſo do not draw equally in the yoke, or 
the lame way with them; for what. fellowſhip. hath. rigbte- 
ouſneſs with unrighteouſueſs ? or what communion. bath light 
with darkneſs ? &c. 2 Cor. 6. 1417. wich 1 Cor.7.29, ſee if 
that be not mentioned as the inlet to the over-ſpreading 
of ſo great wickedneſs in the old world, and (oof the 
wrath that followed; That the ſons of God ſaw the daugh- 
ters of men that they were fair, and they tock them wives of 
all that they choſe, Gen. 6.2, &c. i 
I. When in martied perſons dwelling together, or in 
their demeanour one towards another, they cleave not 
one to another, or are not perfecly joyned together, as 
one body, one fleſh. Pas. 


I, Either not reſting ſatisfied with one another, but en- 
vying, and cbveting the portion of another; or thinking, 
and uten or minde upon another, in the life- 
time of the firſt, to luſt after, delice, or propoſe her, or 
him to themſelves for a reſerve to be had, or taken as a 
wife, or husband after the death of the firſt; the ſo look- 
ing, or ud upon anpther hath in it, hot onely a- 
dultery againſt the preſent relation, a treacherous de- 
parting of the heart, and adultery committed in heart 
with the other ſo looked upon, but alſo murther. For 
ic cannot be without an inward defire of the death 
of the preſent relation; and that may occafion at leaſt 
a negle& of cherithing, and Tetking the comfort s\and 
prefervyation, of their_Jife, as, their own: yea, the very 
Whois of another entertained and allowed, during tile 
Iife-rime of the firlt, will Jead into ſuch further ſnares and, | 
polluting evils, as of eſtcangemepe cem eber own deſpiſed | 
# has nene, SEE 408 relation, | 
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(9) 
relation, and burning in luſt to the other, and the other 
to them; as will occaſion jealouſies as cruel as che grave; 
and (as diſcovered grief, and wounding, even to death, 
if not wich it deſpifing and cruel hatred, tothe making the 
life ache rde cc yea, haply of both bitter, and uncom- 
fortable, even to the ſhortning of their days. Yea, fo brui- 
tiſh will it make a man in the iſſue, after his hardning his 

© heart againſt the reproofs of inſttuction, that in his deſire 
to follow and ſatisfie his luſt, he will count nothing too 
dear, yea, even be ready to ſell his birth- right in Chriſt by 
the Goſpel for it: It will prevail to che breaking thoſe 
bounds; which in the firſt entertaining of it he had pro- 
poſed, or ſet to himſelf: For who can Carry fire in his bo- 
ſome, and not be burnt ? Therefore flee this cloſe piece of 
treacherous dealing, with all the branches of it, for it will 
even eat out the precious life. | 4 | 

might have placed this in the firſt branch of the abuſe 
of Marriage, for it is a violation, and breach of its cove- 
nant; but however placed, if theadmonition be received, 
and the unruly warned, I have my end: Lec cherefore 
the counſel of the wiſdom of God be acceptable, and 
his inftruAion' received: Let thy foumain be bleſſed : and re- 
joyce viib the wife of thy youth. Let ber be as the loving 
binde, aud Pleaſant roe, let ber breaſts ſatisfie thee at all times, 
aud be thou always raviſin with ber love. And why wilt thou, 
my ſon, be raviſht with « ſtrange woman, and imbrace the bo- 
fome of a ſtranger ? For the ways of man are before the eyes of 
Lord, and be pondereth all bis goings. Hit own iniquities 
(all taks tbe wicked bimſelf, aud be ſhall be bolden with the 
cords of bis fins: be ſhall dye without inſtruftion, and in the 
great neſs of bi folly be ſhall go aſtray, Prov.5.18-23. | 
And as in this ſhameful. demeanonr in merried per- 
ſons, marriage is abuſed, and its covenant prophaned : 
So' likewiſe as gon , Ee SEE 
2. In either of them defrauding the other of their 
loves, or of their own bodies; for even the wich-hold- 
ng > or hiding themſelves from their own fleſh, is there 
called fraud (as appears by the foregoing Verſes) except 


© 


— 
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it be wich conſent for a time; that they may give them- 
ſelves to faſting, and prayer; and come together. a- 
gain, that Satan tempt them not, &c. which exception 
allo the Apoltte gives by permiſſion, and not of commang- 
ment: TLetberefors the 1sband render auto the wife due bes 
nevolence, likewiſe alſo the wife unte the bucband, The wife 
bath not power of her own body, but the busband ; and likewiſe 
alſo the hushand hath oF wi of bj own body, but the wife, 
See 1 Cor.7.2,3,4,5- he want of this oft lays open to 
the evils forementioned. 5 bf 

3. Or. not looking upon, and minding each of them the 
ſtate, affairs, and concernments of the other, as to the 
outward man, as their own, or not uniting them in one; 
but diſtinguiſbing and dividing intereſts, and ſo dwelling 
together as two, and not as one body, it's well if as good 
neighbours ; but nor as man and wife. Or, | 

4. Living in envy and hatred one of another, or in ya- 
riance and ftrife one with another: which many times 
follows upon the former, as the proper iſſue of it; and 

ruely that is ſo ſhameful an abuſe of marriage, and ſo 

SſhoJourable a thing, that ic doth in a fort diſrobe a man, 
not onely of the face and garment of Chriſtianity, / but 
of humanity allo; For us man ever bated bis own. fleſw3 
and a mans Wife is his own Hfeſh. Yea, to conclude 
this, 

5+, Ic's a diſhonourable demeanour in ſuch married per- 
ſons as believe and kno the truth, not to dwell roge- 
ther with their relations as perſons of knowledge, in che 
Tight, and inſtructions of the truth known by them; and 
ſo the wife being in ſubjeclion to ber own busband,as it is fit in 
Lord, thereinalſo cheerfully ſubmicting to, and bearing 
that fruit of ſin remaining upon her in this married con- 
dition for the Lord's ſake, and that with thankfulneſs to 
him that hath turned our water into wine, our curſes into 
pleſſinge, into ſanctiſied inſtruments of good ; that fo if a- 
vy obey not the Word, yet they alſo may be won by the conver- 
ſation 7 the wives, while they bebold their chaſte converſaticu 
coupled with fear, Kc. Wehe husband giving houour 10 

| 2 
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the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel, ſo tendring and cheri- 
riſhing : And (he being alſo a believer in Chriſt with him) 
giving honour to her alſo, as an beir together with bim of the 
grace of life that is in Chriſt Jeſus : An heir of the ſame 


inhericance, and having the ſame title, and on the ſame 


account; for in Chriſt Jeſus is neither male nor female, but 
ye are all one in him, all the children of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus : for as many as have been baptized into 
Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, and as ſuch the Grace known 
leads to give honour to her, a peculiar kinde of honour 
in the Lord, together with that in the fleſh forementi- 
oned. As likewiſe it teacheth husbands to love their wives, 
as Chriſt loved bs Church, and gave bimſelf for it, that be 
might waſh and ſanctiſie it, &c. and not to be bitter againſt 
them , 1 Pet. 3. 1-7. with Epb. 522-25. with Col. 3. 22, 
&. 
[ ſhall not inlarge this diſcourſe by further explicat ion 
of theſe particular inſtructions and commandments given 
by the Lord Jeſus unto believers; onely ſay in general, 
that it is ſhameful, and diſhonourable in them, not to be 
found ſodemeaning themſelves in the light of the Lord, 
in which they have known, and may further know theſe 
things, and the bleſſing met with in doing them: And be 
that knows his maſters will, and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes. 

might alſo here ficly place the diſcovery of another 


_ abuſe of marriage, and diſhonourable demeanour in it, 
which is found in another extream; namely that of exceſs, 


and inſobriety, or intemperance, and inordinate affe- 
ion; for in all theſe things there is exceſs ; and then 
doth a man or woman exceed, when their affection to, and 
rejoycing in the preſent, and worldly , or natural in- 
joyment of one another, and uſe ofche comforts, refreſh- 
ns, and contentments of this life, are not kept under, 
and in ſubordination and ſubſerviency to their love to 
him, and glorifying his name, by whom they have any 


comfortable enjoyment of thoſe things, and to the pro- 


moting the things of his Kingdom in them, and by 1 
uc 


(29) 

Much more then, when in ſtead of letting the modetati- 

on of our minde be known untoall men , we love father, 
mother, wife or children, more then Chriſt ; and that ap- 
peuars, when we ptefer their love, and the injoyment of 
them before his love, and injoyment of him, and fellow- 
ſhip with him; and the pleaſing them before the pleaſing 
and glorifying him; and when we ſuffer our ſelves to be 
ſwallowed. up of, and carried away after the delights, 
pleaſures and eontentments of this life, as in the injoy- 
ment of one another, or it; any creature-contentMments :; 
And ſurfeit, or fill our ſelves with them; that the heart is 
over-charged, and the body unficted for ſeeking. or ſer- 
ving him, or receiving and drinking in from him in the 
things of his Kingdom: Or, alſo ſo ſet our mindes and af- 
fections upon them, that. we cannot freely part with 
them for his ſake, or yeild them up to be at his di- 
ſpoſe. | | 1 17 bi 128 0 
This great inſtruction contained in the firſt branch of 
this Text, namely, that Marriage is bonourable in al, con- 
ſidering how, and by what means it becomes ſo, and to 
what great end it is ſo made; Teacheth us, that denying un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteavſly, 


and godly in this preſent world : looking for the bleſſed hope, 


c. Tit.2.11,12,13- 
And ſo in this particular, that we .fhould every of us 


learn to poſſeſs bis veſſel in ſandification and bonour : and net 


in the luſts of concupiſcence, as others that k#uaw. not God :. 
but ſo as devoted and conſecrated veſſels to the uſe and 
honour of him, by whom all things which by ſin were 
polluted, and filled with ſname, are made clean and ho- 
nourable to us, 1 Tbeſſ.4.3-5. 

And ſo not onely in this, but in all things, this inſtru- 
ion as well admoniſheth to a ſober and comely uſe of e- 
very creature, not to live to our ſelves, our-own laſts,” or 
the lofts of men, in the injoyment and uſe of them, but ro 
bim that dyed for us aud roſe again; as re membring, and con- 
fidering that we could have had no merey in meat, drink, 
cloaths, or in any thing pertaining to this: „ 

| | t 
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(30) \ | 
the ſacrifice of the Son of God, made perfect chrough his 


perfonal ſufferings , by which peace was made ; nor any 


continuance of it after in iquities, and abuſes of grace 
committed by us, but by his interceſſion, ho is our peace: 
which clearly ſhews wonderful goodneſs, and a gracious 
and glorious end of the Almighty cowards us therein. All 
which powerfully inſtructs us to aim at that, as our great 
end in all our uſe of them, that God in all things may be 
glorified; and the things of his kingdom promoted. 1 Cor. 
10.3132. 2 Cor. 5. 15. with 1 Pet. 4. 1, 2. But for this, I re- 
fer the Reader to what is ſpoken afterwards more largely 
of ſobriety in teaching in temptation. ; 

4. In the Taft place, This whole conſideration may be 
of further uſefulneſs unto us, to inſtruct and teach us, by 
and upon occaſion of earthly Martiages, and in our ſeek- 
ing, enjoyment, and uſe of chem, and behaviour in chem, 
to be exerciſed in minding and conſidering the heavenly, 
as in a reſemblance and fimilitude appointed of God to 
that purpoſe. That being in the firſt conſideration of it, 
the bottom, ground and reaſon of this being clean, and ho- 
nourable to us; and, in the ſecond and third conſiderati- 


ons of it, the end of this, and all ot her creature - enjoy- 
ments, behig made ſo to us, is firſt and chiefly to be looked. 


to, and minded by us, in the beginning , and whole pro- 
ceed of our converſation, for wiſdom, counſel and ſtrength 
to order it aright, and to be aimed at as the end of our 
converfation in all ching. 
Forlome fieipfulueſs therefore herein, 1 hall here put 
to Mnde fine Inſtructious concerning that heavenly and 
ſpiric ust Marriage, eſpecially as in the ſecond Conſidera- 
tion of it, which is that chiefly reſembled by che earthly 
Martiage ,: as they are ſet before us in this whole Confide- 
rat n ο che eanthly Marriage (Which is honourable in 
all N as: by wey of reſemblance or ſimilitude .. 
The inſttactus [ſhall mention may be ranked under 
three Heads. They are ſuch as are reſembled | far 
. By the nature of che Marriage: covenant. 


2. 'By ita ibeing bononrablt in . Ius ui 20 8418915 
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3. By the comely and hqnourable behaviour in it; or in 
the things pertaining to it: as to layy 
1. In ſeeking, or wooing, a wife, and in the womans 

liſtning to, or accepting an husband. 

2. In betrothing and marrying inrighteoaſneſs. _ 

3. ln the demeanour of the married petſons towards 

esch other. n 1 GEN 2.3 

1. Thoſe | ſhall mention as reſembled by the nature of 
the Marridge-covenant, ares 4 112 

1. That as in the earthly marriage, there is a mutual} 
conſent; and agreement, and ſolemn covenant made by 
both parties, without which they are not joyned together 
according to Gods ordinance: ſo in the ſpiritual marriage, 
there is a mutual conſent 4nd agreement between Chriſt 
and the Chureh, and ſo on the part of every member 
in particular, wichout which they are not. ſo joyned to 
the Lord as to be made of his Spouſe, his Body, his true 

Sanctuary. So much is ſignified in our types, the whole 

houſe of Iſrael, when be ſware unto them aud entred int 

covenant with them , and they became bis, in the day tbat be 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, their time was the ti me 
of love. And be remembred tbe kindut t of their youth, the love 
of their eſß ouſals, in whiobtbey went after him in the wilderneſf, 

&c.* They bad adoucbed bim ibat dai to be their God, and be 

bad avoucbed them to be bis people. See Ee 16. 8. with Fer. 

2.2. and Deut. 26.17, 18. So likewiſe thole that are of the 

true Sanctuary; of the Spouſe, and Church of Chriſt, the 

peculiarly beloved of the Lord, they are thoſe that bave 
made à covenant with bim by ſacrifice, Plal.yo.53.. even by the 
ſacrifice which he hath firſt prepared for them, and given 
to them for a witneſs of his love, and for «covenant to the 
people; and ſo they are ſaid to be reconciled to God by Jeſus 

Cbriſt, 2 Cor.5. 18. with Iſai. 55. 3,4556. Not onely hi 

Word hath come unto them is power, &c. for ſo ĩt doth to 

them that re jett it, (and will ane of bim) in the plain and 

faithful miniftration of it : he therefore chat deſpiſeth, 
deſpiſeth not man but God, io hath given of his ſpirit 
to accompany ſuch faithful miniſtration of his Word: _ 

8 they 


| 82 
they alſo were willing, and obedient in the day of bis power, 
as he was working in tbem to will and to do; they received bis 
Word, u the Word of God, (which effe&ually worketh in 
them that ſo receive it, to the uniting an | Joyning them 
to the Lord fo that chey tarned from idols to Go, to 
ferve him, and to wait f or bis Son from bea ven. See1lTheſſ.1. 
4,5 56, 10. and 2. 13. True it is, he is the fitſt ſeeker, and | 
wooer of men to be reconciled co God; and without his . 
gracious and ſpiritual calling, aud drawing, no man can come 
to bim: and therefore he prevents every man in due time 
with that; yet though he do ſo, and declare his readineſs 
to accept, yea and de ſire that they ſhould come in his draw- 
ings, and be reconciled and married co him in his Son, ex- 
cept they come co him to 4 living ſtene, in the powerful 
drawing influences of him to them, they are not as lively 
ſtones built up a ſpiritual bouſe, &c. Ho ever) one therefore | 


that thirſteth, come to the waters; come in the power of the 
call, even to-day while he is calling, and ſtretching out his 
hand, if ye will bear bi voice, harden not your bearts— En- 1: 

" eline your ear, and come unto me; bear, and your ſoul ſhall li ve: 

. and 1 will make an c verl aſting covenant with you, &c. He will 
not force thee againſt thy will; nor own, accept, or chuſe 
chee into peculiar favour and felloteſnip without chxwill; 
it is thy heat he deſites, My ſen, give me th heart: tos with 
the heart man helieveth unto rigbteouſueſi . And becauſe he 
knows thou haſt neither heart, nor power to will, or chuſe 

him, nor light in chy underſtanding to perceive his pre- 
ciouſneſs, hat might draw thy foul after him ; therefore 
in ; and for. t hat loge of pitie and compaſhion he had to 
the and deſire afterithee, even hen thou waſt altogecher 
dead in ſins und treſpaſſes; in which love, be gave bimſelf 4: 
ranſeme for bee he becomes himſelf alſo a teſtimony in 
due timetothee, and makes the teſtimony of him(elf poiy-, 
erful to open ibiut cy ie Hun 4hee from Harkneſi to lights. 
and:from'tþr per of Satan to Gods: chat (incütuing at the, 
lighe and power of his gracious: drawings and eproots). 
thou may/Þ receive, the. e ſins, aud. inberitance;, 

_ tkrbaghthe word of his grace, it bi ints. Hk FRED. 
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rebel net thou againſt the 2p: for confider bow great rhings 
be bath done for thee 5; but ceaſe from thy own works, to believe 
on bim that juſtifies the ungodly , as he is by his preventing 
grace working in thee the whole good pleafure of his 
goodneſs, and the work of Faith with power, and this 
{hall be imputed to thee for: righteouſneſs, accepted as 
thy act, and making a Covenant with him by his own Sa- 
crifice, which he hath prepared, and given for a cove- 
nant on both parts, there is all his great and preti- 
ous promiſes confirmed, and made ſure for thee in and by 
that ſacrifice of himfelf, and wich him given to thee, and 
therein is chy faith and troth plighted to him, in laying 
hold of his Covenant; and drawing neer in the ſweet al- 
lurements, and incouragements thereof, he will gratiouſly 
accept thee, and make chee partaker of himfelf by his 
- own Covenant, and by vertue of his own Sacrifice, by 
which he hath obliged, and incouraged thee to give thy 
ſelf co him. | | | 
2. As inthe earthly marriage, be that is joyned to a wo- 
man is one body; for two, ſaith be, ſhall be one fleſh : 

So be that zz joyned to the Lord, is due ſpirit ; he is there- 
in baptized, and made to drink into that one Spirit of 
Jeſus the Lord, by which he was raiſed from the dead, and 
which immeaſurably dwells in him (for the fulneſs of the 
God-head-dwells in him bodily ) and which comes forth 
from him in the name of the Father,and teſtifies of him, ma- 
nifeſting the glory of God in his face, who is che image 
of God; and being made to drink into this Spirit, they 
are of the fame minde with Chriſt, and ſo reconciledin the 
ſpiric of their minde unto God; for they have the minde 
of "Chriſt, having received his Word, they have known 
ſurely, and believed that he came forth from God, andis 
a true and faithful witneſs of God, and have fo received 
him, and are made, partakers of him ſpiritually ; for 
through this knowledge of him that z true, they are united 
and made one in, and with him that true, even with by 
Son Feſus Chriſt, and ſo with the Father in him, (1 Cor.6. 
16, 17. wich chap. 2.16. & 22.13. rFobn5.20, with cha p. 1. 3-7. 

oy G Jobn 


Jobn 17.8.)-As a little further to explain, even as the man 
and wife in marriage are become one in the fla th, and in 
things pertaining to the fleſh, and out ward man: So Chriſt 
and the ſoul in this marriage is become one in the Spi- 
Tit, and in m__ ertaining to the ſpitit, and inward 
man, even in all things pertaining to life and godli- 
neſs. 

His ſufferings, his reſurrection and glory, his Father, 
Spirit, Angels, children, ſervants, all become theirs by 
Faith ;- not onely prepared,given and treaſured up in him, 
as ina ſurety and treaſury for them; ſo they were before, 
and are for others that are not joyned to the Lord, for by 
the grace of God he taſted death for every man, and gave 
himſelf a ranſome for ali, yea be dyed for their fins, and roſe for 
their juſtification according to theScriptures,and is the pro- 
pitiation for the ſins of the whole world, and by means 
thereof hath received gifts in the man, for men, yea, for 
the rebellious alſo,that the Lord God might dwell among 
them ; God hath prepared eternal life in Chriſt for all, 
and witk-him, in giving him a teſtimony to men, gives e- 
ternal life in the gratious diſcoveries, and tenders of it to 
them in due time; but onely be that bath the Son bath life, 
and he hath it in having him, with whom God gives all 
things pertaining to life and godlineſs; and they are re- 
ceived in receiving him, even now ſpiritually, and by 
Faith as he is received: They are by the ſame ſpirit of 
Faith, by which they are baptized into Chriſt, baptized into 
hy deatb, even into union and fellowſhip with him, in his 
perſonal ſufferings and reſurrection, ſo that by Faith 
they dyed, and were buried with bim, and are riſen with 
bim, through the ſame faitb of tbe operation of God, who 
bath raiſed bim { rom the dead, and are therein taught and 
ſtrengthned to reckon themſelves dead indeed unto fin 
(to its charges andtondemning power by the Law) in that 
be dyed to fin once, and alive unto God, niade capable of re- 
ceiving mercy from him, and of being admitted into fel- 
lowſhip with him through the Mediator, by his reſurreGion 
from the dead, by which they a re quickned to a lively bare 
an 


- 
. ** 


and have conſolation and rejoycing_ in his ſufferings 
and glory as their own, it being theirs by Faith: And 
ſo his Father, Spirit, promiſes, all theirs by Faith in him, 
yea, his Angels, ſervants, creatures, even Paul, Apollo, Cephas, 
the world, life and death, (ſaith che Apoſtle) all is yours, and 
ye are Chrifts, and Chriſt is Gods, 1 John 3.1112. Rom.s. 
3-9,&c. Col.2.12, 1 Cor.3.21-23- 

And on the other hand, their weakneſſes, pollutions, 
wants, and imperfections are become his, in ſome an- 
ſwerable ſence as the wives are the husbands, not now to 
Pear in his own perſonal body, as once he did the imputa- 
tion of our ſins, & the ſence and feeling of all our fickneſſes 
.and infirmities, & ſo knows how to ſuccour us in ours that 
ſtill remain upon us: But he being raiſed from the dead, dyeth 
no more, nor bath death any more dominion over him, nor is ſit 
any. more imputed to bim. But he makes interceſſion for 
tranſgreſſors, and hath compaſſion even on the ignorant, 
and them that are out of the way: and ſo he is the Saviour 
of all men, the upholder of all that, fall, that they might 
know him, and believe in him: but eſpecially, the Sayi- 
our of them that believe; they being joyned to the 
Lord, their weakneſſes, and wants are his to heal, cleanſe, 
and make up, for be gave bimſelf for bs Church, thar be 
might waſh and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the word 
and ſandliſie it, to and for himſelf ; and ſo their works that 
are theirs as his Spouſe are his, to perfect what concerns 
them; their ſufferings for him his by interpretation, and 
he ingaged on their fade, as the Apoſtle , and bigh prieſt of 
their profeſſion, their ſpecial ſurety or advocate for good, to 
manage their matters for them in heaven and earth; to 
work their works in them, and for them, to plead their cauſe, 
and fight their battels;and they are taught and ſtrengthned 
by faith to caſt their care pn him, and wait through the ſpi- 
rit for the bope of bis righteouſneſs by faith, in perfe&ing what 
concerns them, Pſal,zo3. & 119.121,122. & 138. 8. & 145, 
18,19. G4l.5. 5. Heb. 3. 1. & 10. 19-23. 

3. As in the earthly marriage, or in the union of it, 
there is but one man, and one woman, as before isſhewed; 
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and the woman is originally of the nam, yet ſo as both 
of God; and thę man the head of the woman: So here 

1. The Spoule and Church of Chriſt is but one, the one- 
lj one of ber motber, Cant. 6.9, Begotten gad made by the Fa- 
ther of our Liv Feſus Chriſt, with or through the word of 
trutb, the Goſpel of Chriſt, Faw.1.18. And fo Feruſalem 
that is above, whence that glorious Goſpel is come forth 
unto us, is ſaid to be the mother of all che members here 
on earth, ſpeaking of choſe under the plain Revelation of 
the myſtery, and now fince God hath ſpoken to us in 
theſe laſt days by his Son; they all, as Iſaac are the 
children of promiſe; and ſich onely are counted for the 
Seed, even they that are of faith in all ages, the children 
of the Bondwoman have no part here. See Gal. 3. with 
chap. 4. 21-31. & Rom. 4. & 9. 8. 

They are ſuch as are made out of Chriſt's perſonal bo- 
dy ſpiritually, and ſo of bis fleſp, and of bis bones, Eph. 5 30. 
as was reſembled by the woman's being made at firſt of the 
man, in which ſhe was bone of bis bone, and fleſh of bis fleſh : 
Now the Apoſtle ſaith not, that we are fleſh of bz fleſs, 8c. 
But with alluſion to that reſemblance, we are of bis fleſh, 
and of bis h ones, or members of bis body, even of bis perſonat . 
body; that is to ſay, what we are ſpiritually as the Spouſe 
and Church of Chriſt, and members thereof in particular, 
we are of, and by the vertues of his perſonal body, that was 
broken for us, and in which being raiſed from the dead, be 
liveth and continueth ever; and through the diſcoveries 
thereof, and therein of the pretiouſneſs of his blood unto 
us 3 and Jikewiſe, we are therein united to, and made 
members of that bis body ,as the woman in marriage is of her 
husband, ſo that his things become ours, and our weak- 
neſſes and wants his to ſupply, and what concerns us his to 
perfect, as before is ſhewed,Tbey are all by one Spirit baptized 
into one body, &e. 1 Cor. 12. 13. And what forms of godlineſs ſo- 
ever any ha ve, if they be not born of that Spirit that teſtifies 
of Jeſus, and commends God's love in him, they are not of 
the beloved, not of the choſen Generation. Tliere are three- 
core Queens, and fourſcore Concubines, many * 
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of the Whore; or Synagogue of Satan; yro; many Churches 
or Societies, that call themſelves of the holy City, and 
make mention of his name, bat not in truth nor in 
righteouſneſs, yet they would be colied by his name, but 
eat theit own bread, and wear their on apparel, whoſe 
names he will not mention, or confeſs before his Father; 
nor offer their offerings. And there are Virgins, of per- 
fons not eſpouſed to any religious intereſt, Churek or So- 
ciety, without number; but his beloved is but one, as a- 

foreſaid. n LS eee 
II. The head and husband of this body or Church is 
but one. And he is the head of it, and of every member 


in particular, as the an is the bead of the om. 
He by whoſe name fhe is co be called. Jer. 33. 16. cha p.14. 
9. with Tſai.63.19, | pO, 

He at whoſe finding and appointment ſhe is to be in all 
things, and whoſe bread to eat, garments to wear, ard 
whole laws, rules, and ordinances in all things between 
rhem, and in all affuirs of the houſe ſhe is to oblerve. 

He with whom ſhe is to have fellowſhip for all fruitful- 
neſs, in whom to ſeek wifdom,righteoufneſs, ſtrength, ho- 
linefs, by an exerciſe of faith in him. I 25 

The Lord jeſus Chrift,' and he onely, is the head and 
husband of this Church, the Miniſter of che true ſanctua- 
ry, the Great and onely High prieſt over the houſe of God; 
and to them there is no other Lord, Head and Husband, 
chiefBiſhop and Shepherd of their ſouls, Father of ſpirirs, 
Judge and law-giver, though in the world there be many 
that pretend to ſuch place, and power in, and over the 
Church; and many that ſo call and acknowledge them: 
But that it is treacherous dealing, and ſpiritual fornica- 
tion in any to challenge ſuch place and power in, and o- 
ver his Church, even as for a man to have his fathers 
wife 3 andlike it, for any, eſpecially of thoſe eſpouſed. to 
one husband, to own, and e N any in his place 
in any of theſe things, may further be ſhewed in the fols 
- lowing part of this diſcourſe. 45 n 

2. The inſtructions 1 ſhall mention as reſembled, and 

8 fignified 
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fignified (as concerning thet{piricual: Marriage) in this af- 
firmation of the natural and earthly, that it is boyourable 
in all, are ſuch as are implyed, and contained in the af- 
firmat ion as applyed co the [piritual, ; 
> AS 1. That it is lawful for any min in due time, and 
while it is to-day; to come to God by Jeſus Chriſt 3 and 
ſo to be reconciled and married to the Lord, even by the 
ſame means, by which the earthly marriage is become bo- 
- wouxable in all; there is an effectual door opened, and wa 
made for all men, that they might be married to Chriſt 5 
the bars and hindtances that made ic unlawful and impoſ- 
fiple are broken, and removed. Jeſus Chriſt by the blood 
of his Croſs, hath made peace, and atonement for our 
fins, that made the breach and feparation between God 
and us at ficſt; and in his being raiſed, and exalted, hath 
obtained juſtification , and redemption in himſelf as our 
ſurety, anda releaſe of mankindby the Father, from un- 
der the ſentence ot baniſhment, the curſe of the law, un- 
to himſelf as their Redeemer and Lord; and alſo power 
to make reconciliation ſor the ſins of the people, that are 
ſtill imputed to them. He that hath made peace, is our 
peace, the propitiation for the fins of the whole world, as 
we have before ſhewed in diſcovery of the way, and means 
by which marriage is become honourable to us ſinners, 
where alſo is ſhewed, that the great end of that proviſion 
made was higher, even that men might. in their particu- 
lar perſons be reconciled to God 3 and the ſame is abundant- 
ly Aten the Seriptures of truth; hence the Apoſtle 
from this ground, That God was. iu Cbriſt reconciling the 
world to himſelf , not imputing 1beir treſpaſſes to them, be- 
ſeeches men now to be reconciled to God; For (ſaich he) 
he bath made him that knew no fin to be fin for us, that we 
wight be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 19- 
21. He once ſuffered for ſins, the Juft, for the unjuſt 3 being put 
ro death inthe fleſh, but guickued by the Spirit, chat he mighc 
bring us backto God. 1 Pet. 3.18. 

Ob that men would praiſe the Lord for bis goodneſs, aud for 
bjs wonderful w k; to the children of men: For be bath * 

| tee 


the gates of braſs, and cut the 4. of iron aſunder : Slain the 
great enmity b:tweeen God and man und by by croſs, that he 
migbt reconcile both Few and Gentile unto God thereby , Plal. 
107. 15, 16. Eph-2,16. with Col, 1. 20 1. Fries 

2. That ſuch grace is extended through Chriſt to men 
in due time,as by which chey,may be reconciled and come 
ta him, and have this bleſſed Marriage made with them: 
true, they cannot come of themſelves, nor will, nor do a- 
ny thing that may contribute to this marriage, #0 man can 
come to Chriſt, unleſs the” Father draw tbem; therefore alſo 
he hath ſent his Son, not onely to make the way to it, and 
proviſion for it in himſelf; but alſo to draw men in due 
time, in their ſeveral ages, and that with the cords of love, 
and with the bands of a man, with the teſtimonies of himſelf, 
as the Son of man,; andthe ſpiritual commendation of 
the love of God therein; he hath anoynted him with the 
holy Ghoſt, and power to proclaim liberty to the Captives; 
and therein to give opening of eyes to the bling, and 
power to them that have no ſtrength, moving to repen- 
tance : Him bath God exalted 4 Prince, and a Saviour, for 
to give repentance aul forgiveneſs of ſins, even to rebellious 
ones, that the Lord might dwell among tbem, Joh. 6.44. with 
chap.$.12. & 12. 35, 36, 44, 46. with Hoſ. 11.4. & Iſai. 
61. 1, 2. With Chap. 42. 1-7. & 49. 1-9. Act. 5. 31. with Pſal. 
68.1819, 20. | 

An d he in giving himſelf a ranſome for al, gave himſelf 
alſo to be a teſtimony in due ti me, and having made peace, 
came and preached peace to Jew and Gentile; yea, he was in 
all ages preaching by his Spirit to their ſpirics, that were 
diſobedienc to his preaching, and for their diſobedi- 
ence are now in priſon ; and for this cauſe, and in ſuch 
manner was the Goſpel preached to them by ſuch means 
as he pleaſed, that they might be judged, reproved, diſco- 
vered as men in the fleſh, and that they might live according ta 
God in the Spirit, 1 Tim.2.6. Eph. 2. 17. 1 Pet. 3. 19, 20. & 4. 
6. with 2 Cor. 5. 15. Nor left be bimſelf without witneſs to 
any, but was always crying without , even to the ſons of 
men, that are yet without, calling to them by his ern 
\ an 


1 : 
and other means to behold him, Look unto me, and be ye 
ſaved all the ends of the earth; and all the day long (while 
he is fo calling) ſtretching out his hand, putting forth the 
light and power of ns Spirit; making that which may be 
known of God manifeſt in them, and thereby moving 
them to repentance ;_and therefore the deſpiſers are ſaid 
always co have reſiſted the holy Ghoſt, 4d. 14. 17. & 17. 24 
28. Prov. 1. 20-24, 8c: with cha p. 8. 1-6. & 9. 1-6. Iſai. 65. 
2 wot & 45. 22. KO. 1.18,19-28, & 2.4. & 10. 18-21. AQ. 
51. \ 1 

3. That God not onely allowes ir, but wills, approves 
and defires it in Chrift, that men through him might be 
ſaved, that they might be redeemed, and turned from 
darkneſs to light, and ſo from under che power of Satan 
ro God, and fo that therein they might be married to 
Chriſt, he hath ſworn be bath no pleaſure at all in the death 
of the wicked tbat dieth ; though they perſiſting till the day 
be paſt, be ſhall laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
fear cometh ; yet now he. doth not ſo, while yet though 
dying, orin a periſhing condition, he is not wholly dead, 
Or as a tree twice dead, and pluckt up by the, roots, while 
yer fin is not wholly finiſhed ; he bath no Fee at all, that 
they ſhould go on to finith it, and bring deſtruction upon 
themſelves ; for he would not that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ould come to repentance, and be ſaved, Ezek,18 24, 
31. & 33.10, 11. 2Pet.3.9. Nor can there be a greater ar- 
gument to evidence the truth of this, then that unſpeak- 
able gift andprepatation for them in Chriſt, and che pro- 
vifion in him for calling and drawing them in due time, ef 
which we have already ſpoken: we may well argue wich 
the wife of Mauoab, Judg.13.23. If the Lerd were pleaſed to 
Hay us (aith ſhe) be world not ba ue received an offering at our 
baus, uur bave ſent bas Angel.to bew us ſuch things as theſe; 
ſo, and much more may we ſay ; If the Lord had any pleas, 
ſure at allo cut off men in their ſins, or that they (ſhould 
ine away in their iniquiries, he would never have him- 
elf found out, and prepared ſuch a ſacrifice, ſuch a means 
for bis buuſſped, that they migbt not le c pt led, and 10 
a 0 5 when 


when 3 15 . 
ſence of death, & 
him, and were as 2 on the 
treſy aſſes; neither did nor could ſe 
liat 2 when they — 1 

Rom. 5. 6 No or would 4 have ſent the An 
ſence to ſhew us ſuch things as theſe, to. a 


light and power of wer Spirit, chat. all c 
to invite, and call us to the wed- 


and Bin 
ding ; ForGed ſo —_ world, that be gave bis. onely be- 
gotten Son, to be a ranſome for all, and a teſtimony in due time, 
(as foreſhewed) that whoſoever thropghthis grace believeth in 
bim ſhould not periſh,but bave everlaſting life: For God ſent not 
his Son into be world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be ſaved, ſohn 3-16, 17. . he hath 
declared hi ation of it as mens they 
will accept of him, and as that which g his picic, 
that they 7 will none of him; Oh infini 1 25 and con- 
deſcencion l See Jer. a. 2. Pſal. g. S · z. 12 48. 17,18. & 63. 
10. Luk, 19.41, 42. & 1334s wich . 23.37. Who can 
conceive ſuch a bla — 2 t of the Father of 
lights, in whom is no at all, that he ſhould cover 
hatred with ſuch alſo he abhors 
that in others ? Prov, 26.2326. ; Prov.$-6,7.8. 
4. That it is an honourable thing for men to be mar- 
ryed co Chriſt, this may be ſufficiently. ſeen in What is 
ſaid already in the inſtructions from the nature of Mar- 
riage. For is it not infinite favour, and an kable 
honour to a man that is a ſiuner, vile, duſt and a es, and 
was an enemy, and by nature a child of gents even as 
others, to be admitted and received inte a covenant of 
Peace, and reconciliation, yea, into friet ip and fami- 


liarit with the he Alaighty, and pace by. A * of his 

— t into the 
Kings preſence in qua 2 big pr and pre- 
paring for us, ye yea, to be joyned to the. Lord, o as to be 
an heir roger 


with him — the grace of life, and to 
al] ble Vichevand precious * become ours ; and 


n have 2776 che proper 
ve periſhe for ever from 


ure us in Joo 
things are ready, 


* 


our > 


our wants his to ſupply; intirmicies, and difeaſes his to 
heal, our works, his ro work in us, and forus, the inju- 
ries done to us, to be taken as done to him, and he the 
Almi to- be in wich us, and on our ſide (as a- 
ſareſaidY#nd alſo tobe owned, and called by him, the ſotis 
and friends of God, and as if all this were too little, to 
ſer before us the hope of a far more glorious in joy ment 
of chis marriage, and the fruits thereof in time to come, 
when he ſhiltbe glorified in his Saints, and they be glo- 
rified together with bim; we may well ſay, Bebold what 
manner of lovi is this ? and whenee is this to ust as 1 Job. 3. 1. 
1 Cbren. 17. 16,17. LK 1.43. And yet the honourableneſs 
of this ſtate further apppears in what is fignified, and re- 
fembled by the honourable ends of Marriage firſt menti- 
oned; as ,,, 

That it is the onely and certain means ordained of God, 
for our bringing foretr fruit to Gd, t hot may be accepta- 
ble in his fight,arid remain before him; even the fruits of 
his Spirit, in the works of faith and love, that may be re- 
membred, aud rewarded in the day of Cliriſt, and ſpiritu- 
al ſeed or children, that appear on our account, as 
our crown, our glory, and joy in that day; Firhone me, 
ſays our Saviour, ye can de nothing; not hing of this na- 
ture out of him, or but in union, and fellowſhip with him, 
as is there ſigniſied by another reſemblance, eb 15.5, 6. 
The ſoul being reconciled and joyne d to the Lord by his 
word, received and kept in the heart, and abiding in him, 
and walking, and working together with him in the uni 
of the Spirit in what they do, they ſhall bring forth much 
fruit, and ehe Father ſhall be glorified by it, and it ſhall 
remain, and ch&p ſhall ack what they will in his name, and 
it ſhall be given | 3 the want of this occaſions the lofs 
of much Work, —— 7 withering of much fruit, thet 
may ſeem glorious at firſt. and the hindrange of many 


prayers, in che reſemblanee, 1 Pet. 3. 77. 

| Likewiſe; this being to, and having: feHowſhip 
with the Lord, reſembled by Marriage, and the bed unde- 
Me,” is che onely and certain mea 


flicans ordained of God, 


for 


7 


03). 


eee. 


rn —_— wa 
cleanfing our — ie 
that drinketh of the water that I al give evi > nemo 
viour ) - ſhall never thirſt; char is „ drinki ſtill, and 


drinking abundantly of that, he: ſhall ha nt tick. fulneſs 
of ſatisfaction at home, as ſhall preſerve bim from chirſt- 
ee any other; Le ell dee bene want, for it ſua ll be 

nA well of living water, ſpringing up to his refreſhing, 
and ſutisfaction at all times, even te etexual life, Feb. 4.14. 
Hear, 0 Iſrael, wbar I teſtiſie unto thee : Aud there hl be no 
ſtrange god in tbee, nei iber ſhalt thou w any ſtrange god 
open thy mouth vide, and I will fill it, Plal. $1. They onely 
that are redeemed from tbe eartiʒ and ſo have their conver- 
ſation in — from whence they look for the Saviour, 
c. Tbeſe are they that are not defiled with women, for they 
are . chaſte to the Lamb, who dwells wich them, 
and lad ge living — — chat they hunger 
not, nor thirſt afeer other refreſhings, nor are taken with 
pry ppearingbenuty and contemements of other women, 

ny harlot- Chure hes, or Societies, nor with the golden cup 
in babe hand of the whore. See IPA with Iſai.q9. 10. 


—— 1316,17 
| And chisteads co nee  implyed in all 


the formers W ads 7 ; 

5. That it is @ ſhame ful dd | diflionourable — and 
of bitter and dangerous conſequence, to neglect and de- 
ſpiſe the gracious tenders of this bleſſed Match ; to refuſe 
this marriage, nov to be will in che day of his power to 
be j ce che Lord, ſreing w ichout it we are et dn our 
fins, under the power of: darkneſs, and Satan, and can 

have no inhefitunce in the riches and Kingdom of C 
— of Gòͤd, nor can — is or bring forth any fruit 
that may be acceptable in t or remain upon our 
* ee ſrom ihim but remain under Wrath, 
| of all evil, ſnares, aud tempt as 
3 — the danmation of Hell; there? 
fore to defer, and Rill co linger, or look back, and nas 
lo to receive the love of the ——— to ſave and * by 
b A „ 2 


us from the earth, not onely 


do ſay, | A; 9 nbd 
1. In ſeeking, or wooing a wife, ©. 
1 =; 


2.4 that onely the pre- 
ſent day is ours; but alſo eſpecially, the laſt times into 
which we are fallen are perillous; and ſtill dwelling upon 
the earth, we lye open to ſuch-ſnares as in which if once 
taken, we ſhall hardly recover, the wicked ſhall be bolden 
with tbe cords of bis nus. Sts i463 4; 
lt is an heavy wo and judgement denounce upon.gyl 
the dwellers on the earth in theſe Jaſt days, they ſhall wor- 
ſhip, or wonder after the Beaſt, che Antichriſtian Beaſt, 
they mall be ſo taken with the appearing glory of his 
Kingdom, or things thereof, as either to receive bis mark in 
their band or fore - head, ot elſe to ſtrive after, and glory in the 
attainment of ſome like glory, in viſibility, out ward power, 
dignity, order, obſervations, or like things; or elle ſhall 
make him their dread, they ſhall not eſcape che pollution 
of women, or of the man of fin; For fear, and the pir, 
and the ſnaxe are upon the inhabitant of the earth, and he 
that eſcaperh the one, ſhall fall into the other j yea, che 
great day of the Lord haſteth greatly, and That will be as 
a (nare upon all chat dwell upon che face of the earth, by 
which they ſhall be taken, and bolden for ever under the 
wrath of God, which ſhall be poured out witbout mixture 3 and 
they ſpall e brimſtone in the preſence of 
the boly Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb. Aud the 
ſmoak, of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever: And 
they bave no reſt day nor night, who worſhip the beaſt and bis 
image, aud whoſoever recei veth the mark, of bis name, Revel.13. 
8. & 17.8. with cha p. 8. 13. K. 14. 9, 10, 11. with Iſa i. 24.17. 
Luk. 21.35. Knowing therefore the terrour of the Lord, 


uẽ cannot but perſuade men ; be yereconciled to God, re- 


ceiye not this grace in, and through which it is tendred 


in vain,” 3 b 


3. That which remains of what we propounded to be 


d in this point of uſefulneſs, — 2 u 
bled by the comely or bondur beha- 
iage, or in the things pertaining to it: As 


1. As 


145 Asin earthly martiogech man, drehe firſt ſeeker and 
wooer; ſo it is here, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Spirit, 
and in the Name of the Father, is the firſt Seeker and 
Wooer, he firſt ſeeks us, and prevents every man with his 
oodne(s, calling, and graciouſly moving to repentance 
before any man Ia qr him, or incline the ear to come to 
for who hath fitſt given to him, or enquired after 
m ? he finds all walking after the vanity of their 
minde, labouring for that which is not btead, and ſpend- 
-ing their ſtrength, for that which will not ſatisße, and 
porn cries after them, Hes every one that thirſteth,co 
the waters, and be thar bath uo be —— xy wine and 


milk without money, and withou 0 

15 Iſai. 55 17. 1am ſought ( * be of hem: | 

not asked for me that har — all 

ed for me, or inquired at all a er me till 18 
ö ba, Lan found of tbem th ll 1 of 

5 bebol. 

name: is: Ali long I ſpread aut Harp ans 1 7 excl 
people, that walk in a way not god, — pwn ſpeaks 
once and twice, while . man perceives it wh on wall 
take no notice of. 1 — . he may 


e ts — bi 


woo and beſeech for him, prayiag t N 

kindneſs to their Lord, and — . 9 . 

eth. 5 1 2 the doors that and ill kept ut a- 

gal 5 8 1 ing is as that ill 
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10 him, incline the —— — come in bis gracious calls and 


drawings, Luk. 19. 10. 2 Cones: 1B, 19,20 with „ er 
Ze, 7 Matth. 2 I-10. — e | 


„ unto 4 nation th 


- 


; 

them, and to a T -.; LIFT ane eilt co wait 
that he may be gracious, as it is wonderful to behold; 
and ſhews Keb meekneſs, and lowlineſs of heart; as ren= 
dets him a fir teacher and leader for ſuch as we are, and 
may ineoutage any vile finful wrerch toopento him, while 
yet he ſtands without, and knocks : ſurely this is not after 
the manner of men; for though the man be the as 
ſeeker und 'wooer ;/ yer he propoſes ſome help and ady 
tage to himſelfãn her he ſeeks,” and there is firſt ſomething 
defir 
1 This is as if ſome earthly Prince, or Mo- 
narch ſhould ear and woo; and ſend his Ambaſ- 
ſadors to Court; a elerch the moſt vile, and deformed 
beggeron the dunghi for himſelf, and that he might ſer 
— among. Princes z* yea, infinicely- more than ſo-; the 


cention is 
. was our condition, 

to humble hiniſelf to lade poor 

by baſe for us; even like unto us in all thin ae 
and then to dye our death, and ſuffer our cacſe, the juſt 
one for. ul, chad he might bri to and 
l 1 : counred- 

| at co have been ate pted upon bur 

vg 8 he ſtil! Basel us, er bac poor, 
weeeehed: je and naked but firiners and enemies, in our 
1 — and bbed, and chen ſo to court and beſeech us, as is 


ane we, e eee and for our 
Nabe 97 


chat (which yet is not to bt found a- 


nes 


filli;bue defirous they (hi 

Mis riches ud glory p Oh, who cen ſhew forth 

raiſe” W Oh des not fuch Grace be in Vain! 

'weeſcape; if we noglect {o great 3 
N is — 8 he Neth See nd 
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+30. a ib Lg 2 i goto end 
abe — „ an readies: el, und therein 


- What 


to him in her heſeeks; but here is nothing of 


ter, and the — —— can be 


od, + 


hat is his, 7 the great a 2M to Prevail w ich th o 
wha i 4 f — 
man to give her (elf to ian and ſo he gives himſelf 1 his 
wife , that is, he gives himſelf to her, as the jpg gument or 
price for her., that in lieu thereof he may hep to, 
and for himſelf: o it is here in an anſwer Jin enſe; the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave bimſelf for bis Church, Epheſc5. 25. 
that is, he did not onely give himſelf a, ranlom to God for 
her, that he hat h done for al, when enemies, that he 2 Ne 
be @ teſtimony in due time ; nor is that the givi 
hete directly ſpoken of: but ſuch æ giving hi Fr as "a 
ſwers to the be, 9 e gave himſ; himſelf ſpiri 
tually to her for her, even that by that price be right re- 
deem her from this preſent world, and prevail with her to 
give her {elf to him, to be bis, And in that ſenſe is that 
to be underſtood, Tit. 2. 14. bo gave bimſelf He, that be 
wight radio w from ell ini 4 2 » aud puriſie tc. 4 
la * of good works : that alſo e uuder- 
ug bimſelf for our ſans, Gal. f. 4. nam thy, of 
wy ug LT as & price to us, to redeem us from them, 
to prevail wich us to caſt. 225 away for his ſake „ and for 
the enjoy ment of him, that he might redecms, us to him- 
OY N this p pants 55 world. * 105 ugh a f- ſe, hi 
is ſaid to which he | 
by _ bloud, AQs — Ws 1s 5 . emed of 
tbemſelves, and out of «this Ar evil world, and ſo from 
their va in converſation received by tradition of fathers, and 
that wich the precious bloud of Cris, that 1s... with that 
piles as ſpicicnally y diſcovered in. the G -1 Pet. 1.18. 3 
The Arguments then uſed by the fel in chis his ſpiri- 
tual and 2 wooaing , are all Nh in Himſelf; 
Himſelf. is the price he prefencs toallure; ' figſt,and chiefly, 


1 


in which he bath done and ſuffered in his own per- 
* and is become for us with the Father, i 85 
which. the marriage between God an | 


e tion, of man to God, comprar in thi 

or oe it; and a great aud joyfu fealt, a 

on of all things 1 to liſe and godlineſs pre 
7 


and made rea men thereby, chat they in Ae 5 
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ticulars might be married co the Lord, and abundantly fed 
er hes with-the fruic of the marriage already com- 
cat nn him. "F * þ 
y This was reſembled by the N the King made for 
his ſon, Matth. 22. (as is foreſhe wed) and that is the great 
Argument the ſervants are ſent to allure the gueſts it hal, 
namely, that the wedding (che occafion and root of all che 
2 feaſt) i ready, and the dinner prepared, and all things 
| even che Rilling killed, (the (acrifice of the body 
riſt lain and offered :) the wine mingled, (the man 
Ghoſt, and power, the 


read 
of 25 


np 


the faith an 
ande 


woman zwe entertainment, yea thankfully to ac 
und embrace the real proffer of a good husband, chat is fit 
for her, and with whom ſhe may laudably be joyned & fo, 
* 121 a an 
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and much more is it comely and honourable for every, or 
any poor ſinful ſoul, to accept of this infinite grace tendred 
by Chriſt, to give kindè entertainment to fuch a lover, ſo 
fic for us ; to encline the ear to hat he ſets before us, and 
come to him in the ſweet allurements, and drawing effica- 
cie of that grace in Chriſt proclaimed: ſay not, Iam un- 
fit for this marriage, by reaſon of ſo many ſins that have 
dominion over me, and many foul diſeaſes that muſt firſt 
be healed: know, that he knew thee, before he called thee, 
and that thou canſt not get victory over thy ſius, nor heal- 
ing of thy diſeaſes without him; yea, he therefore called 
thee, and in his call gives himſelf for thee; that on thy 
coming to him, and yeelding up thy ſelf to him, and ſo 
becom ing his, he might then waſh theę with the waſhing of 
water by tbe word, Eph. 5, 5,6. with Ezek. 16. 3-9. Lea, he 
will then thorowly waſh away thy bloud, forgiving all thy 
ſins, and caling all-chy diſeaſes, and make thee meet for 
the perfecting the marriage, and perfect it in due time: 
take heed of complementing thy ſelf olit of this marri - 
age, nor let farms, nor oxen, no nor any earthly marti- 
age, or the love of father, mother, wife, or children be 
preferred before this, or be an hindrance to thy coming to 
the wedding-feaſt, co. which thou art called, that thou 
mays be jeyned to the Lord: if thou now, when called, lo- 
veſt any thing more then him, thou art not worihy of bim, 
not meet for him ; and it will be. ſhameful iniqaity, for 
anything whatſoever, now to neglect, or defer, ſering 
thy need of him is ſuch , that thou canſt not be well, nor 
happie here or hereafter without him. Seek the Lord chere- 
fore while be may be found, and call upon bim while be in neer. 
And for further encouragement, ſee what follows. 
2, As a man that beha ves himſelf comely or honoura- 
by in thing pertaining to che earthly marriage, dot h not, 
when he hath wooed, and perſwaded the w 
ſent, and that her affections are drawn to hi | 
on him; he dgth not then, nor will by any n caſt | 
off, not for any inſirmities chen perceived, or meunneſs, po- 
vert y, and e FAEDSPPEArIng £0 him; but el : 
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det rothing; and marrying in righteouſneſt; and then (eeks 
to and heal her infirmities, and ſupply her wants, as 
1 body: ſo, and much more, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt will not caſt away any that come to him in his gra- 
cious drawings and wodings: b, ſoever cometh, (lait h he) 
I will in no wiſe caſt out, Joh. 6. 37. yea, though ſome men in 
fuch caſes may, he will not; for his work is always, and in 
allthings honourable, and jan? „ his righteouſneſs re- 

maineth for ever; nor will he upbraid them with former 

unkindneſſes, and repulſes given him, no though unclean- 

neſſes have been found with them in the time of love, (as 

in that type, Hoſ.3. 1.) nor wich preſent unprofitableneſs, 

and inficmicies; but receive them tothe glory of God, in 

union and feHowſhipwith himſelf : he will betroth them to 

bim in rigbteouſueſſ, and im fairbfulueff 3 and will engage all 

his intereſt in heaven and eatth for them, that _ may 

de waſhed, and healed. See Heſ. a. 19,09, 20008 ap. 3. 

Rom. 15. 1,7. Jam. 1.5. Faithful is be that callets you, who al- 

ſo will de it, even perform his begun good work untothe. 
day of Chriſt, 1 Tbeſſ 5. 24. with Pbif.1:6, So that no un- 
faithfulneſs, or want on his part, can hinder the proceed 
ing, and carrying on of the work unto the finiſhing of it in 
the perfect day. All Which po. g us to a- 
bide, and be for him, though he make 
(as in chat type, Heſ. 3.3.) * 

In the comely and honoura 


3 
uch 


Jeſus Chtiſt to his Church, which 
erfection ; and of 
=£ £34344. IR. 714,43 2:1 49 
nd faithfulneſs to the Chuteh, and to every 
member ticular, and his peeuliar care for chem f. 
Auch, as that for their Ae ee de votes ot 
biet up lümfelf, co minde their gd; an their anne 
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with peculiar deſign, as the firſt, and chief 
aimed at,in all his works in,and government 
and that unto which all other things muſt 
they alſo may be ſanctiſied, made clean, holy, 
to him through his truth, they ate ſet ſeal upon his 


heart, and ingraven upon. the palms of bis band, t hat he can- 
not open his ny ching an the world, but they 
are in his view, their ſafety, preſervation, and defence from 


evil, and making meet for che inheritahce, is continually 
before him, and in order to that, and ſo as may conduce 
to that end, he will give men for them, and people for 
their lives, fob. 17. 17, 19. Iſai. 49. 15, 16. K 43. 14. 
Cant. 8.8. | N nn 

3 This alſo is 3 8 his giving ben (lf Far avs Church, 
Epb.5.25,26, Namely, his ſanctifying or ſeparating him- 
112 = above all chi s to minde their good with pe- 
culiar deſign (as is ſaid) Thet be may waſp and cleanſe them 
with the waſhing of water by the word; and chis alſo for the 
good of others, even that by them the world may know 
that the Father ſent the Son the Saviour of the world, 
and that he hath loved theſe with the fame manner of 
love, with which he loveth bis Son; for he hath choſen, 
and ordained them, chat they ſhould bring forth much 
fruic, and chat heir fruic ſhould remain. 

More 8 according to the reſembiance, 

1. Such his holine(& and devotedneſs to them, that he 
will not add another wife to her to vex her in her life- 
time, and chat is forever, for becauſe he lives, they ſhall 
live alſo, the ſeed of his Servants ſhall continue for ever. 
So then, he will never own nor 22 any other woman 
or Church, nor any that are not by that one Spirit hapti - 
ꝛed into that one body, and made to drink into that one 
Spirit, into that nigh relation with him, to be heirs to- 
gether with chem of this grace, nor put any ſuc en 
2 to on, or acknowledge any othe 
their 


birth to the hope of inhericance from 
Jes, as competitors or co-partners with 
eritance of the Saints 5 r ſaith the $61 
15 42-4 4 2s 
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aut the — > rope mag ber ſon, for the ſan of the bond wo man 
hall not daberit with' the ſon of tbe free · woman, Gal. 4.30. 
And c t the promiſe may be ſure, and upon cert ain, 
and u Hubted terms to all of this body, to all the chil- 
dren of promiſ and that they may have ſtrong conſo- 
lation; and beſtncouraged 5 ingageg &b abide with 
him in the faith and hope of 58 or if they that 
are of the law be beirs, faith made void, and the promiſe of 
none effect, Rom.4 14-16. Let them know therefore for 
their incouragement, and let all know for their admoni- 
tion and watning in time; That the Lord bath ſet apart, 
9 fromiall others to, and for himſelf, the man 
that is godly, (Pal. 4.3.) that is, the true worſhipper of 
God, that worlhips the Father in (ſpirit and truth, giving 
honour to the Son in hearing his word, and according to 
it believing on him that ſent him, and ſo ſeeking to have 
all their rejoycing in Chriſt ſeſus, according to the teſti- 
mony God hath given of him, relinquiſhing for it all con- 
tidence and rejoycing in the fleſh. | Wo 
And cruely he that honours not the Son, neicher doth 
he honour the Father that ſent him; and therefore the 
Father ſecks and wooes ſuch worſhippers; and therefore 
alſo the. Son will graciouſly own aka accept rhem,' yea, 
diſtinguiſh and ſet them apart from all other for himſelf; 
all his freſu ſprings ſhall be there; for all his nuptial or 
conjugal delight is in the Saints, even in them that excel 
in vertue, whoſe right eouſneſs exceeds that of the Scribes 
and Phariſees; they being ſuch as have made a covenant 
with him by that perfect Sacrifice of the body of Chriſt 
offered once for all, and ſo are made the righteouſneſs of 
God in hinjagfor ſuch as turn a ſide to their crooked ways, 
that haſten after another, or endow another (the Trau- 
ſlators render it another God, but the Contextuſhews 
I another Mediator and High prieſt, (and ſo it may 
ther righreouſneſs and ſacrifice) to come to 
alſo another chief Biſhop and Shepherd of 
nd Father of their ſpitits, another head and 
ich him; though they alſo make mention os 
and, 


=: 
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and would be called by bis name, yet he will not yer their 
bloody offerings, nor take up their names into bij lips i he will 
not make their ſacrifices acceptable, not confels.cheir 
names before his Father; and therefore their ſorrows 
ſhall be multiplyed, when 1he'Lord ſhell lead them forth with 
tbe workers of iniquity, for they are not his wife, nor is lie 
heir husband th tuck theit crooked paths. See Pſal.16.3,4. 
with Pſal. 125.5. Heſ. 2.2. Though there be many Queens and 
Concubines, that plead their title to him, and intereſt in 
him as an husband, he will owa none asl in that relati- 
on to him, but his Dove , his undefiled, which: is but 
one ; the onely one of ber mother, as before is | ſhews 
ed. And | | $3. £5: 26 
2. Such his love, faithfulneſs, and truth to her, chat he 
will never leave her, nor forſake her, nor put her .awa 
from him: For the Lord will not forſake+ bis people for ba 
great names ſake, 1 Sam. 12, 22. Yea, the. Lerd the God of 
Iſrael ſaitb, that be bateth putting ava, Mal.. 16. He batb net 
caſt away bis people whom be foreknew, Rom. 11.2. [Namely, 
thoſe that are of the election of grace, that by the diſco- 
very of his grace in Chriſt co manward, are choſen out of 
the world into that grace, and having acceſs into it, are 
through it preſerved in Chriſt, and abide with him, for 
they are therein made of the beloved: and choſen gene- 
ration, that were choſen in Chriſt from the beginning of 
the world, though they were not ſo before ; they are ngw 
beloved, that were not beloved, it hath pleaſed the Lord 
to make them his peculiar people; and therefore for bis 
great names ſake , he will not forfake them „ but will al- 
ways reſerve them to himſelf: They are the reſt that are 
not of this election of grace, that abide not in this one 
body, and ſo not in the unity of the Spirit with them that 
call on him in truth, but turn aſide to their crooked paths, 
that haſten after another in his place (as before) ho in 
any of his judgements are left to blindneſs, £< 
and rejected by him, either in whole or in pa 
eies for which God will forſake, are ſach as in Mie 
ſinner becomes not his wife, or of his wife; ſuch ary 
;  WRIC 
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* which they depart from him, and become anothers, 
dow another husband, or another in his place, for he 
hates the putting away the wife, as before is ſhewed; he 
will not therefore forſake, or caſt away any that have been 
eſpouſed to him, from that relation and nighneſs, for in» 
firmities or difeaſes found, no, not for one, or divers par- 
ticular acts of ſpiritual fornication, though he may cor- 
rect, and hide his face from them, yet will not forſake or 
put them away, while as yet they have not (old themſelves 
to another; 5 ſill cheriſneth, and ſeeks their healing 
and helpfulneſs as his own-body. But if ye forſake him, 
he will forſake you; if we deny him, he will deny us. 
Let ſuch the inlaite excellency and preciouſneſs of the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt, and the riches of his grace in Chriſt, 
that when he is provoked by mens forſaking him to for- 
ſake them, and to put them away, and leave to blindneſs 
and hardneſs, to which he is not ecafily provoked, yet 
then, 1 ſay, he doth not preſently give a bill of divorce, 
nor utterly rejeQ, while by any means he is calling, and 
they are not become trees twice dead, pluckt up by the 
roots, but fill remembers for them his covenant; and 
withal remembers the kindneſs of their youth, the love 


of their e als, and hach like pitty towards them, as a 
man wn hs betete | . Eich an adulte- 
er g 


rous wife, whom yet es; and in his love and 
ſeeks after them, and uſes gracious means for their re- 
claiming, and they, or any of them, if they abide not in 
unbelief, ſhall be grafted in again; for he can ri 
forgive ſuch fins and treacherous dealing, as are reſem- 
bled by thoſe which men cannot righteouſly forgive, yea, 
he can forgive thoſe fins they cannot juſtly forgive, and ſo 
alſo thoſe greater ones in this caſe reſembled by them, and 
can havecompaſſion wherethey can have none. See Fer.z. 
I-12-14n20, with chap.2. & Iſa. 50. 1,2,3. with Row: 1. 


I-7-1123. compared with 2 Cbron. 15. 2. K 2 Tim. 2.11, ta. 
Fel. 125. 8 , MY: | 
Yea further, ſuch his love and faithfulneſs, that he 


will not fail chem of all the good chat he hath Penne 
-v% F has . c em, 
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33) 
them, or given them incouragement to expect in him, and 
with him, nor forſake them, or leave them comfortleſs, 
or as Orphans and Widdows in any tryal, ſerviee and ſuf- 
ferings; for ſo is that ſay ing of God alluded to in this 
Heb. 13. 5. Both exprefled and applyed: in Deur. 31. 6,8, 
Foſb. 1. 54 as a faithful head and husband, he will 
Write his name, and his Fathers upon them in ſuch 
wiſe now as they ſhall be known , and called by it in hea- 
ven, and by them that have their converfation there, and 


be fitted and ſtrengthned to bear forth. a " hr, e 
ceſsful profeſſion of it to others; and bs ſealed, diſtingui- 
ſhed, and marked by it to the day of Redemption; and 
it is, and ſhall be ingaged for their protection, and defence, 
and in due time fully, and gloriouſly Written, and mani- 
ſeſted upon them: 0 x | Tut 
Feed, and ſatisſie them with the fatneſs of his houſe, 
and makechein co drink une of the Rivers oi his 
4 z he will give them that which is good, andtheit 
ſoul ſhall delight it (elf in fatneſs; for the bread t hat he 
will give chem is his fleſh, which he gave for the life of 
the world, their bread ſhall be plentious, and their wa- 
ters 3 . a £24 : 5 ra 
| Ane adorn th e 3 18 righ | 
ouſt, in which he wil th TI pint before 
God, and fill chem with the fruits of it to manward, which 
ſhall appear to praiſe at the day of Chriſt, when he will 
beautific che meek wich ſal vation 
Guide them with his counſels, aud lead them into all 
truth, and ſhew them things to come, and direct their 
"ey and work in truth; yea, he will dwell in them, and 
walk in them, and have ſuch ſpiritual fellowſhip with 
e ſhall make — 2 5 00 Lud increaſe t the 
y, and to the editying it ſelf ve , and will ow! 
their children as b e be the God of — 
their Seed, and they ſhall be his ſons and daugh- 
And as a faithful Apoſtle and High Prick of their pro- 
feſſion, Lon inic/and be Mich them, v 1 
* : 0 
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ver them from all 'evil, make all things work together for 
15 to them, plead their cauſe, fight their bartels, per- 

Ka whas concerns them, and make their ſpiritual, ſa- 
 Erifices acceptable to God, e whom he will. alſo 
| gory... their names; and in que time receive them to 
1 glory. 
2. The ſubjeRion , fairhfulneſs 5 md Chaſticy of the 
Church to Chriſt, unto which ſhe is infinicely/obliged by 
all 9 75 ace, holineſe, and fairbfulneſs of her Lord, and 
hasbend;is ſuch ag is reſembled by that᷑ of the wife to her 
husband. And ſürely it is ſueh as in whichiſhe be holy, as 
| be is holy, chaſtly devoted, and ſet apart to him, and for 
13 him, as he for her Take hath Canftified himſelf, that ſhe 
might be ſan&ified through his truth, and ſo parcaker.of 
bis holineſs, 2 ſbe be onely for him, and for no o- 
ther thing or perſon in his place, that forgetting her 
own Kifidoodend Fathers houſe, ſhe reverence” 1 wor- 
ſhip him as her onely Lord and husband, . 1 * 


to him in all things. N 
1. Owning ng. a ckænopledgiag with chankfy neſs bis 


2 — Wo, A counting ic her glof q and ho- 
3 — called by it, and bear the poor 
of itz — erte er an 2 Lein got 


love, gre Ds 
ding Perla — — — | 
ifhcientiund: — iid, re fon A 


N his fleſb, which he gave for the life of 
Sate dovn his blood: that was ſhed 


and for obtaining all fylgeſs 


ever he lead them, eo vphotd Waden them, deli 
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of Spirit, and of grace and truth into him for us, that ſo 


of his fulneſs we may receive, and in ſuch believing view, 


and mindfulneſs of him, and as his words are found, diſ- 
covering him in theſe things of him, eating them, and 
keeping them in our hearts ſa. ſtaying! upon him, and 
ſeeking reſt and refreſhing to our ſouls ;, xelinquiſhing for 
it all other ſignes, witneſſes, or ways of ſeeking reſt, and 
ſo all confidence, and rejoyeing in the fleth 5 and not fol- 
lowing any deſite of meat fer our luſt. And fo putting on, 
and wearing his garments, in ſeeking ſo to know, him, tha t 
2 the knowledge of him we mey be fonnd in bim, 
our hearts and mindes ſtayed there, and we clpathed with 
his righteouſneſs before God, to give us boldneſs, and 
render us acceptable in his preſence, relinquiſhing for it 
that of our own; and filled with the fruits of it to man- 
ward, that may be to his praiſe, and che adorning his 
Name aud Doctrine, and putting off for it che fruits and 
works of our own wiſdom and deſires, the deeds ↄf che old 
Mam. | A * 10 W2% TY 

3. Wich purpoſe of heart cleaving and adhering to him, 
as the onely Father of our ſpirits, Lord and Maſter of our 


- 


faith, fear, and worſhip towards Cod, chief Biſhop aud 
Shepherd of our fouls, our Judge, our Law-giver, and our 


King, to ſave us, ho onely is able to ſave, and to deſtroy; 3 
and having our eyes and hearts to him in his Teſtimony: 
for all wiſdom, underſtanding, counſel and ſtrength; and 
for all commandments and directions for walking before 
him, and in his houſe ; and reſting on bis Name, and the 
authority of his Teſtimonies for all 3:(,0 Lord, atber lords 
bave had dominion over us, but by tbee onely will we make men- 
70 of thy Name) and ſo being ſubje& co him in all 
things. nn nd 01 1 it ns ande 
4 Toacquaint. ourſelves with him, ſeeking and enter- 
taining fellowſhip: with him, by an exerciſe of ſaith in his 
Teſlimony of What he hath done, is doing, and will do: 
that thencę we may prove the effe&nal working of it in 
our own ſpirits, reconciling, and eee to him, ac- 
cording to the greatueſs of his power whic 


worketh in 


chem that believe $ that GB alſo it may be fitted to 
out lips, and we conſtrained, and directed by him to ſuch 
an holding it forth in word and converſation, as in which 
we may have his preſence; and fellowſhip of his Spiric, 
moking us fruitfulꝭ even in the bringing forth children by 
him, «rid for Hum. ne l 
5. To give him our loves, not onely in the yeelding up 
ſouls and bodies by his mercies, as a living ſacrifice to be 
employed by him, and at his difpoſe , whoſe we are, and 
not our own, being double bought, or bought in a double 
of twofold ſenſe; yen; twice bought witli one price, his 
precious bloud, and ſo the ſacrifice of his own body, made 
perfect through it; with that in preſenting, and offering 
it to God the. Father in heaven, he redeemed, and bought 
us of him from under the curſe of the Law, to be at his 
diſpoſe j and ſo he hath bought even them that deny him, 
having giveti himſelf # ranſom for aff And with the ſame 
price, n his preſencing it (ſpiritually by the Goſpel to our 
earts, he hath redeemed or bought us off our ſelves, and 
out of, or from this preſent world, and our vain converſa- 
tions therein, unto himſelf, that we ſhould be « pecaliar 
people to him, G. Therefore we! ave net our own, but by 
theſe wereſes mifinicety obliged to yreid up to his uſe and 
diſpoſe; both fou and bodies, hieb ure b. And not one- 
ly . to give him our loves, but in the teturn of all again 
to him that we have received from him; both in the praiſe 
and gloty of it: Not auto us, wot unto u, but to thy Name, 
and to thy grace in Chrift : for of thy goodneſs and boun- 
ry, and or che ſufficjencie of that grace, have we all our 
futnciencie 3 and vifo in the improvement of it, uſing it 
to him, employing it for the promoting the things of his 
kingdom, and not for our own ends, and pleaſure; aim- 
mg at him as che great end of all our converſation , chat 


he may be Rn NAI owns nn od. m that 
which be hach deen . dene 


in chat which due is deing, and will do; and alſo in the re- 
turning, or bringing, and offering to him, all the fruit we 
have brought 


dren 


th by tim, «nd for bim 3 even che chil 


a or ſeed * Si 2925 are his: I re n. 
d yer, ſays che Apoſtle, te owe 1 EO 9 7 Neſent 
Jeu 65 a chaſte virgin to brit; My 1 eref ca 75 


Fobn the Ba 5 
the Bride; Ns 
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; the oh 


the Gentiles, an 99 vol Ie 
them u N ci) ad 1 far him; an tf alſo 
our ch Iren after the 


And truely asa mY ILY departs from her 
husband, ſo do. 8 as haye beep. eſpouſad tg this one 
Dube: trescherouſly depart » and $0.3 Nheting from 
hi z When 
Wy They either are aſhamed of his. Names or barg it 
Gs glory enough to * known and called by ir, but ſeek 
to magniſie, or to be known, and diſtinguiſhed by their 
ow name, or the name of ſome other perſon, or 
belides, or tog her with. his names or de rec 
15 65 21 ſpon er Name eicher in che as 
aftocs un t, maintaluers , aud defenders of it, or in 
the , to confeſs and ſhew is forch before Many 


peh.in fame ſapce they: would be calledby 


So \TEÞIPAgbs 1 Yes will: eat 
kir o 9pparel, Teſt not ſay 
world, 5 5 our ſins, 
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ele n Can our Saviour) 
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(so 
fleck, wat rejoyeing conſoſation; and confidence, that 
holineſs; and thoſe works that were begun by the $piric 
in the preaching of the Croſs of Chrift , as the Giant, 
ſee the wh 50 Alice to them; and of the (Corinth; the 
Apoſtle ha fie Oo leſt they ſhould be corrupted from 
the 1 ene of Chcilt in like man er. »t 
en they own and acknowledge any other Lord or 
Maſter of their Raich, Father of their ſpirits, chief Biſhop 
and Shepherd of their ſouls; and defire to come into 
bondage in their mindes, and conſciences to any other 
name, power, or otdinanee of man; and have thleit feat 
toward God taught, , or determined by the dofttines*and 
recepts of men. See 11.29.13. with Marth. 15. 2-9. & 23. 
* with 2 Cor. 1.24. 1 Pet. 5. 3. And whoever of them 
following ſuch a luſt, or defire of preheminence, as was 
ſomet ime found in the Diſciples, Mat tb. 18. 1. with Mark 
2.34. Mut tb. 20.21 Ke. and "approved and followed by 
Dibrrepbes 3 Jobn g. do''aſſume any ſuch Lordſhip over 
Gods Heritage, as having dominion over their faith, or 
power to binde and loofe the conſcience, or fit as Lord 
and Judge there, by vertue of N work PM 48 or 


office in the Church. they aſſume it KEE fel ves; ey 
therein commit ſueh . A ore cual kortissc t 
on, a is reſembled by* a matis having his fathers wife, 


which the Apollle mentions as ' ſuch abominable for- 
nication, at we not ſo much as named among thi Gen- 
ys e b 3 
Wen they poli unto and beck Fellowftitþ Wick: 
ee ng or pe rfons, to make t hem fruit- 
ful, or chut t heit fruit ny” * ent 0 fair and beauri- 
ful in appearance (or be the end, or pretence what it will) 
as tofay, when they acquein Ane and have fel- 
lou ſhi 1 ack Philolo pg, the wiſdom from 8 or 
mige r falfy and biin deceir;*cha ar- 


ener of W 
— per t How ich in eſpe ge fel e 
things is falfly: ſo cal WP Went Lay. they ek to and 


have fellowſtnp with'c chele, for underſfanding, fiiding out, 


1 and 


and demonſtrating the great chunęs of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which belong to their own and others peace, as not ſatisfied 
with the ſimplicity of Chriſt in his Teſtimony, or with 
that plain preaching of the croſs, which is fooliſhneſs with 
men; or not there 4ingly to ſtay and wait for the evi- 
dence, and demoaſtration of his Spirit, for opening our 
underſtandinge, and leading us into all truth, and there 
to wait for the hope of his righteouſneſs by faith, in the 
er fecting what concerns us, and making us fruit ful; but 
Juſting aſter, and doting on ſome other wiſdom. and 
ſtrength with it, which in ſtead of xendring us more excel- 
lent and ſruitful indeed, and in truth makes the preachi 
of the. croſs by us without affed, and onely tends to cſpouls 
to our (elves, or begeta faith, reſting on the wiſdom and 
power ot man, See 1 Cor.1.17,18, &. & 2.1-5, Cc. with 
Col. 2.8. & 1 Tim. 6. 20. | a a * 
Or when they go out from him to other Societies, 
where he ſeeds not, nor makes his flock to reſt at ngon, as 
ſeeking ro gether grapes of tharns,' or figgs of tbiſtlet, or as 
wondring after ſomeching of the Kingdom and glory of 
the beaſt, or of his whore there, and ſeeking to learn how 
to adde ſomething like it, unto what is of the Spirit in and 
among'thoſe-that call on. his name, in truth, that they 
may have ſomet hing alſo to glory of in appearance, and 
grow more comely, glorious, and fruitful that way. Bur 
indeed it defiles, and makes barcen, and deſolate of true 
glory and fruit. See Cant. 1.7. Maintb.7.15,16. Revel.3.2,4- 
with chap. 14. oo oh iy tit 92 "FE 
„ 5. When they gWe their len ernte as in thoſe 
things peculiarly) pertaining to their onely Lord and Hus- 
band, as to ſay, when they yeild up their mindes and mem- 
bers to the ſervice of fin, in any of the unclean and filthy 
luſts of the fleſh,or in covetouſneſs which is idolatry, they 
berein defile his Temple which he. hach double bought 
with ſuch a price, as aforeſaid; and ſo there is treachery 
and ſpiricual fornication againſt the Lord, even in this 
uncleanneſs, and filthineſs of the fleſu. See Rom. 6. tat. with 
chap. 7. 4,556. & 8.9- 12. 1 Cor. 3.16, 17. with eee 
r ; | P. 
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Or when in their better works and indeavours, they ei- 


ther are empty Vines to him, and brin forth fruit to 
themſelves, as Heſ. 10. 1. or elſe having done ſome work, 
and ſuffered many things, and brought forth ſome fruit 
by him, and through his ſtrengthning and filling them, 
and gracious preſence with them; they aſcribe and attri- 
bute the praiſe of it rothemſelves,' to their greater wiſ- 
dom and skill, either in the word of righteouſneſs, or in 
other arts and ſciences, or to their prudent manage- 
ment of things; their zeal, care, or diligence, or the 
like, and fo deck their Idols wich his - ornaments, as 
Exzek,16. Or alſo ſeck to eſpouſe and win the children 
brought forth, unto, and for themſelves, contrary to the 
Wanbngds irit of Chriſt in his ſervants, as before ſhew- 
ed; and indeed, this is alſo near akin co that more 
high degree of fpiritual foruication before mentioned, 
which is reſembled by a  matis having his: Fachers 
wife. I 7 by | * | 

And ſurely this is the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus con- 
cerning us, even our ſan&ification, that we ſhould abſtain 
from fornication , both c#rnal and ſpiritual; and as the 
mercies of che Lord, as fer before us in the confideracion 
of the heavenly and ſpiritual Marriage, reſembled by 
the earthy, and of the great and precious promiſes there- 


in confirmed and given us; yea, and inthe confideration 


of the earthy marriage alſo, do powerfully oblige, in- 
ſtruct, and ſtrengthen us tocleanſe our ſelves from all fil- 


thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting hgline® in the fearof 


the Lord, to preſent and yeild up the'whole mou a livin 
facriftce holy and acceptable, which is but a reaſonable 
ſervice, and not to be conformed to this world, but to be tranſ- 
formed by ibe renewing of the winde, as Kom.12.1,2, &c. with 
- . So art 5 — Aa Wwe and his 
ity again uncleanneſs, andi of led and fi- 
nit, 40 the Ufeadfulnefs of lis rat ur e 
ſpifers , or neglecters of his merey and Tabyation, chat 
turn his grace into wantonneſs, and will not be made 
cleaniCasthis'is eleatly Thewed, and to be ſeen in the diſeo- 
| very 
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very of that grace in wy romanward, which is abuſed' 
by ſuch rebellious defpiſers and negleRers ) is very ufeful. 
to be confidered to the ſame purpoſe, aud of powerful 
uſefulneſs, (as ſo (een in that glaſs aforeſaid) to warn and 
edmoniſh to flee fornication, and all uncleannel(s ; yea, 
the Apoſtles had abundant uſeftilneſs of ſuch confiderati- 
ons of the terrour of the Lord upon their own ſpirits , for 
awakening and admoniſhing to watchfulneſs, denying the 
fleſh, and keeping under the body, as they were alſo in- 
ſtructed by their Maſter, their Lord and ours: ſee Mark 9, 
42-50. with 2 Cor. 5. 9,10,11. 1 Cor.9. 27. And have alfo 
frequently in all their miniſtration, both to believers and 
unbelievers preſented this ſeverity , and terrour of the 
Lord in, and with their preaching of che Goſpel , and as 
an inſtruction, and conſequent thereof , toawaken, warn, 
and admoniſh all, to give more carneſt heed to the things 
ſet before them in the glorious Goſpel. | See 4d, 13. 38- 
40,41. Rom. 1. 18, &c. and 2. 1-10. 1 Cor. 6. 9-11. 2 Cor,5.if. 
Gal. 5. 15-21. Epb. 5. 1-6. Col. 3.5, 6. Heb. 2. 1-3. and 10. 26-3 1. 
and 1215-25-29. Bebeld therefgre the goodneſs, and the ſe- 
verity of the Lord. | | | 

And ſee to that purpoſe what is ſer before us in the o- 
ther branch of this Sentence 3 in the confideration of 
which, I ſhall endeavour the more brevity , having been 
much larger then I intended upon the former, and eſpeci- 
ally in the laſt point of Uſefulneſs, 


Marriage is bonourable in all, aud the bed undeſiled : But 
Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judge. Fi 


In this later part of the Text, ( viz,) But I boremon- 
gers and Adulterers God will judge; let it be conſidered, 

1. What is Whoredom and Adultery. | 

2. Who are in Gods account, and by him reputed 
Whoremongers and Adulterers. 
3. How, in what ſenſe, and after what manner God will 
Judge them, | A 


* whore · 


rere 


; | 1 a - 
— 


© x., Whoredom and Adultery is here oppoſed to Marri- 
age, and the bed undefiled ; and by that oppoſition ſigni- 
fied to be, All carnal knowledge of, or fellowſhip with a 
woman, that is other, or beſides Marriage, and the bed un- 
defſiled; whatever of chat nature is more, or beſides, eve- 
Ty man baving bz own one wife, and every woman baving ber 
own one busband : ſo much alſo is ſignified by the Apoſtle, . 

x Cor. 7. 12, 3. Whatever (1 (ay) is more then this, or be- 
lides this in perſons married; and ſo all ſuch carnal know- | 
ledge of, and fellowſhip one with anocher in perſons un- 
married, is Whoredoin and Adtltery”:' I might alſo in- | 
clude thoſe unlawful and diſhonourable conjunctions, 
though under pretence of Marriage, yea the being marri- 
ed with ſuch relations in the fleſh as are mentioned Levir. 
18.6-18. with 1 Cor. 5. 1. | | 
This might be more particulatly ſhewed by the Scri- 
tures of truth ; but this wy ſuffice in this place: yet 
this I adde, that our Saviour faith, V boſecver looketh n pon 
4 woman to luſf after ber, bath committed adultery already in 
# beart > underſtand itot a woman that is not his own 
Wife, and ſo where the having and following ſuch adehire 
is ſinful, and forbidden : for the deſire of a man to bis 
wife is not called luft, or not an evil of ſiaful luſt; | Yea 
the Apoſtle alſo mentions chambering and wantenne ſi, fool 
i ſh talking and jefing, as branches of this uncleanneſs, and 
filchine(s of the fleſh, Epbeſ. 5. 4. Rom. 13.13. might alſo. 
- adde, that the holy Ghoſt thus detecting and judging A- 
Aultery with a woman, and all uncleanneſs or filthinels of 
the fleſh of that nature,dorh more ſtrongly imply che ſin- 
fulneſs, and abominable ſhamefulneſs of a_mans lying 
with man-kinde, as with woman-kinde ; and of man or 
woman lying with any beaſt, as Levit.18,22,23. with-Kom. 
4.242227 „ FNO4 100 Te GL TSANG. 1] 
X We They are in Gods account, and by him reputed 
1 Whoremongers and Adulcerers; that when light comes to 
; them, loving and chuſing darknefs rather, do as children 
5 of difobedience to the grace of God bringing, ſalN ation 


Either go on to commit, and ſerve, and continue in the 1 
on | actual | 
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actual ſervice-of ſuch unclean lufts 5 or remain in, and un- 
der the guilt of them: that is to (ay, | n 
1. Such as Againſt the light and, power of the grace of 
God reproving, and moving to repentance, do go on to 
commit ſuch. uncleanneſs, (as afoteſaid) or to ſerve and 
follow after ſuch unclsan and ſinful luſts, and make pro- 
viſion for them ; as by locking upon a woman to luſt after 
ber , or by frequenting ſuch company, as is unelean, or 
laſcivious , or by cbambering'and wantonneſs with any, or 
fooliſh talking, orjefting, which are branches of uncleau- 
neſs, and filthineis of the —. — ſaid) and tend to fur- 
ther provocation of undlean luſt sss. 81 ch 
2. Such as having polluted themſelves with ſueh un- 
cleanne(*, and filthineſs of the fleſh, though they conti- 
nue not in the actual ſervice of it 3 yet have not come to 
the fountain opened for their waſhing ; to the precious 
bloud of Chriſt as declared in the Goſpel; or as the grace 
in him through it; is diſeovered to them ; or have not ſub- 
mitted to the wafhing efficacie thereof; not ſo received ib 
love of the truth, as to ſa ve them , to baptize, or waſh chem 
into Chriſt for rigbteouſneſs and ſtrength. - ++ 
For theſe are ſtill under the guilt of their former fins, 
and ſo ſtill reputed as ſuch with God though. fem ſome 
other cauſe or reaſon, they may have ceaſed from their 
former courſe of acting, or walking in them; or through 
decay of nature, and ſo of the fleſhly ſtrength and luſt, 
their former. fins may have lefe them ; yet the wrath of 
God abides on them, even for thoſe fins of Heir youth; be- 
cauſe they ba ve not believed on the Name of the onely begotten 
Son of God. And if ſtill rhey abide in wiltul ignorance, 
and unbelief of that truth through the knowledge of 
which the Son makes free, they are not free indeed: 
for the ſoul being without this knowledge of God in 
Cliriſt; cannot be good, not reconciled to God, and ſonot 
waſhed from its fins 3 and therefore ſo remaining till the 
day; of Gods grace and patience paſs'away from them, 
— ſhall die in their fans. ' For if ye (ye to whom that 
hath been teſtified in the he and demonſtration of 
( 0: | 3 the 
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the Spirit chelieve mot; (ich our Saviour) tht I a be > 


if wich the heart, ye embrace not, or cloſe not wich the 


Teſtimony of Jeſus The Chriſt, in thoſe -manifeſtationsof 
ks, broughs 40, you to ſeve you-from jour: fws.-5 ye ſhall die in 

yur fin. Joh-g. 18536. 88.245 with Fraue. . 
This deſcription of Wharemangers and Adulterers, 
that. are ſo, repuced of God acaor ding this rule of judg- 
ing men by Jeſus Chriſt, aud che grounds of it, may be 
further demonſtrated from the Teſtimony of Jeſis; as to 
lay: * Ti . ty + » Haid 5333 N | 

1. That they are cbildren of diſobedience to the grace of 
God, that is by, and thraugu Oh xiſt, and ſuck onely; that 


do abide under the guilt, and imputation of fin from 


God, ſo as to remain under his wrath for fin, this, or 
any other; This is chus demonſtrated. The guilt of the 
diſobedience of the firſt man; Ada m, in which we have all 
linned-z; and of dur natural uncleannefs, or filthinefs of 
the fleſh, as meerly, and neceſſarily ſrom thence derived 
to us 3 in Which, we are by nature altogether filthy, ſin- 
ners, enemies to God; full of all ungodlineſs, unrighce- 
ouſneſs, fornication, c. Theſe being by imputation laid 
upon Ghrift, or cauſed co meet together upon him ; and 
9 and à curſe ſor them ; he hath 
thereby made peace, and atanement with God for them, 
and by himſelf purged them away from before the Fa- 


ther; ſo t hat he hathiredeemedus (all mankinde) of che. 


Fathep from under the durſe of the Law to himſelf : The 
Fat her hath releaſed us into his hands, and judgeth no 
man, otherwiſe then by jeſus Chriſt, unto whom as our 
ſurety he bath: remitted, and releaſed the old debt, and 
firſt judgement he had againſt us ; and hach committed 
all judgemeut unto him ; ſo that in this his judging by 
eſus Chriſt, he holda no man under wrath, or at à di- 
nce from his Ma jeſtie, merely becauſe they have a ſinful 
Nature, ſull of enmity: to God, and inclined to all that is 
contrary to his Law, nor ſor ſueh ſin ful actions, as mere 
ly break forth through natural inſirmity, or violence of 


temptations 3 nor ſhall chere be any occaſion. for that 


Proverb 
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Proverb in the etertal Judgement! of all men by Jeſus 
Chriſt: The fathers ha ve eaten ſurre grapes, and the childrens 
teeth are ſet on edge. And though now men do bear ſome 
fruit of chat firſt fin, and natural ſinſulneſs, as chence de- 
rived in mortalities, and death now reigning upon chem; 
yet is that death aboliſhed; the ſting taken out of it and no 
man ſhall periſn in it, but be raiſed out of ãt, and brought 
before the Judgement ſeat of Chriſt; For: 4 by ma, g 
death, ſo by man the reſurreũiun of the dead-: for in Adun 
all dye, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made-alive from thij dearb.. And 
now While they live here, though in morcal- flair, yet are 
they not by t heſe fruits of ſin te main ing upon chem, not 
for this flck hineſs of the fleſh, held out from God, or undet 
his wrath. (Col. 1. 20. Hehe x. 3. G43. 13. Jeck 5. 22. Kom. 
518. EK 18. 1. with 2 Tim. 1.10. 1 Cor. 15. 21, 22.) But 
ibis is the Condemnation, tbat ben light is come into vhe' world, 
men love aud cemſe dark ſs rather andfob this, ab. 1 81 
ef God is revealed: from beu ven epam(k all ung adline ſi, vnd un- 
righteouſneſs of men, who withbol. + ſanber d the truth of God in 
untzebteouſucſs, and would not {4 receĩve it, as to fave them 
from their ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſaeſs : Becauſe bat 
which may: be kriows ef God was-mangſeftrd'in Them, end they 
liked not co retain God ee knowledge. Jonge. 
Rem. 1. 1829. Let alſo, n en DUB m 

II. That all that conſent to , fins ſo as to yeild uptheir 
members to commit or ſerve it, or voluntarily follow af- 
cer, its final and unclean luſts, and make proviſon for 
chemto fulfill chem i chat they a re God 
under wrach, 28 finning t hat grave ahve brings ſal- 
vat ion to all men; chis we learn from that brafich-of the 
te of Jeſus, that declares him in the vertue of his 
ranſom for al, a faithful teſtimony ot Gods goodneſs 2 
man i due time zind therewich warningfof the da 


aining; and the fins of the you 
SEE of bei ee 1 S 
leading eo repentance; (even — as wire vx 
8 to know any ching 
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vent every man with his goodneſs, that they are not left 


undet a neceſſity of committ ing; or ſetrving ſin; nor are 
their fins, and iniquities fo left upon them, that they 
may not by the grace of God deny, and reſiſt them; for 
Fhouph they be naturally dead in fins. and creſpaſſes , yet 
the dead are made to bear th voice bf the Son of God, that 
in hearing, or adhering to what they are made to hear by 
His preventing grace, they might lwe'; Though the ſ piric 
of a man be as a candle out, that cannot light it (elf, nor 
be lighted by a meer blowing upon it, yet the inſpiration 
of the Alavighty-giverth it underſtanding); that true light 
that lighteth every man chat comech into the world, is 
(as we have ſaid) a teſtimony in due time, a faithful wit- 
neſs ; therefore whoever ſinneth, he is of the Devil, and 
hath voluntarily refuſed to ſee, know, or take notice of 
Gods goodneſs, which bringeth ſalvation-to all men in 
due ſesſon; and therewith teacheth, that denying un- 
godlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 1 Tim. 2. 6. 
Jobn 16.8. Rom. 24. Eck. 33. 0. 705. 5. 25. Job 32.8. 1 Fob. 
3-6; eien: ne n St Ot, D 2 04 
And che heynauſneſs, and Gafuloeſs ofthis kind of fin, 


Caan js evidenced, and: aggravated by che grace of 
Go in, und through Chriſt, againſt. which it is com- 


mitted. Vea, | nn 
III. . 33 ya a are (till 
retained in heaven againſt men, and they reputed as guil- 
ty 9 9 er they go on in the courſe of act- 
ing oriſexving sbem fill ; or no; while yet they are not 
waſted in the name of the Lord. ſeſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God; this likewiſe is co be ſeen, and underſtood in 


Father, tt 

and wich the vertues of what: he bath done, and is become 

in himſelf ſor us, to ſave, and waſh us from our fins; luis 

to bim that all abe Prophets: bear witneſi, that rhrough bis name, 

whoſoever. believeth in him,- ſpall receive the forgiveneſs of ou; 
124 2 4 4 
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' vetous, &. But ye are waſhe 
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And by bim dll that believe are juſtified. from all things, from 
which they could not be juſt iſied by the la mf Moſes , AR. 10. 
43. & 13. 39. Nei her is there any other, name given under 
Heavens. whereby wg may be ſaved, but the name of Je- 
ſus (Chriſt of Nazareth. He hath deputed no man, or 
Church as his Vicar, or ſubſticute to do this; but him- 
felf by, and chrough the knowledge of himſelf is the-ju- 
ſtifier , and cleanſer. from all unrighteouſneſs , Iſai, 53. 11. 
1 Jeb. 1.7, 9. And. ſo it is attributed to the Apoſtles, and 
to them that believe through their word, and haye that 
word of reconciliation to miniſter, I ſay, it is attributed 
to them in their faithful miniſtration of that Word, be- 
cauſe of the promiſe of his (pirigus! preſence with them 
therein, alway to the end of the. world; that whoſe fins 
they remit, namely, in that miniſtration, and by the 

ower of their word, they. are temitted in heaven, &c. 

or it is Jeſus, Chriſt that makes them free, through the 
knowledge of that word of truth, it is Chrilt ſpiritually 
miniſtring, and miniſtred by them; be ſent bis word, and 
bealed them, ( Fob. 20. 21,23. with Mark, 16. 15, 16. and 


Matth. 28.19, 20. Jab. 8.32, 36. Pſal. 103. 20.) And cruely, if 
be waſh them not, men can have no part with him, nor 
ate they waſhed ſrom their filthineſs, how clean or pure ſo- 


ever in their on, or others eyes. Whence it is faid of the 
Corinthians, Such were ſome 7 you, namely, fornicators, co- 

, ye are ſanaified, ye are Juſt i= 
fied in ibe name of the, Lord Feſus; and by the Spirit of our Gad: 
he ſaith not in che name of che Church, or of ſome High 
Pricft, or Biſhop on earth, no, not in the name of Tan, 
or Peter. ¶ Vas Paul crucified for you (ſays he to them, 1 Cor. 
1.13. er were ye baptized into the name of Paul ) But in the. 
name of the Lord Feſus, c. 1 Cor 6.9, 11. Implying, that 


* 
= 


_ untill they were waſhed in ghat name, theꝝ were not waſh- 


nor fes indeed; nor Was their name changed with. 
Gods but they are Fill cepured.as ſuch with him, whate- 
ver other waſhings and cleanſfings they have had, and in 
what other name. ſoever. But. being waſhed in his name, 


in that waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the nol 
by 0 | Gholt,, 


a 
Ghoſt, which is poured fotth abundantly through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, they are no longer reputed” by the 
Almighty, as Whoremongers, and Adulterers 3 but are 
by him graciouſly owned, and called by a new name, 
"Sous of God, beirs with Chriſt, eled, beloved, of ib choſen 
generation. . N ka stealth 

Behold what manner of love is this, chat even ſuch 
may have their fins ſo blotted out in hea ven, as to be called 
The ſons of God ? who would not make haſte. to this foun- 
tain, while it is yet held open for the waſhing us from 
our fin and uncleanneſs? We knowing the terrout of the 
Lord againſt them that will not be made clean (whoſe fins 
are ſlill retained in heaven againſt chem) cannot but per- 
ſwade men; though chey count us fools and mad-men 
for our pains, for ſee the ſentence and decree of the 
holy One ,' boremongers and @dulterers' God vill judge: 


which leads us to the laſt conſiderat ion here propounded, 


namely, | n 
3. How, in hat ſence, and after what manner God 
will judge them. The oppoſition of Gods judging them 
in chis ſaying, But whoremongers and adubterers God will 
judge, 1 5 the oppoſit ion of it, unto what is before af. 
firmed of the'honourableneſs of Marriage, ſhews it to be 
fuch a correction, puniſhment, or Judgement for it, as is 
fitly oppoſed to the honourablenefs of Marriage, and the, 
bed untefileds that is, he will 77 them to ſhame, and 
wound them wich reproach and diſnenour. And though 
this may be, and is in the beginnings of it in mercy; and 
for their healing, and therefore With much mixture of 
merey; yer ſtill perſiſting ſuch, he will more Teverely 
Judge them, as thoſe that break Wedlock and ſhed blood 
n a Wound and diſhon our ſhall. le hoes HON 
reproach” ſhill* not be wipedt away; and in the atfat'; 
_ they ſtillbing efl in cheit creſpaſſet, or not being walhe 
ed in che hood oFQbrift, he wilt judge chem 
ſhame and confufion,. as he will do all makers, and wor- 
ſhippers of Idols, (who are ſpiritual adulterers, and ſorni- 
carors) andall that are incenſed ayainf hin:: 

Fn See 


erlaſting 


—— 


Ser this diſtinly,. in three branches, or. ſteps of God 
proceeding in his judging them; accord; g to a chreefold 
ſenſe of Gods judging ſpoken of in the Scripture. - ... 
Gods judging is ſamecimes taken for the judgements of 
his month, 28 Pal. 105.5. and of them oft-times more 
particularly for his paſſing fentence for, or againſt a man: 
his approving, oc dilapproving, his juſtifying, or condem 
ning'; in reſpe& of which: it is ſaid „ that that be judgeth _ 
(even now. in this preſent day”) without riſpet of perjons, 
according to every mans work; 1 Pet. 1. 17. and 2. 23. with 
Job. 8. 265 26, 50. K 12. 48. & 5. 30. Let eg entence 
again an evil werk is net ppeedily executcd ,, the bearts of 
the ſons of men are fully ſet in them tu do evil. a 
Likewiſe, more oft, and frequently, his judgements are 
taken for the judgements of his hand, his executing 
judgement according to the righteous ſentence of his 
mouth. and ſo ſometimes for his judging in this life and 
world: Gen. 15. 14. That naticu. whom they ſhall ſerve will 1 
judge. 1 Sam. 3 13. God would judge:the houſe of Eli for e- 
ver, Exek. 7. 3, 27, He would judge them according to their 
ways and deſerts. Cha p. 16.38. 1 will judge thee as women that 


break wedlock, and ſhed. bloud. 


And ſometimes. for his eternal judgement in the world 
to come: After death the judgement ,. Heb. 9. 27. God hath 
appointed a day, in the which be will judge the world in righte= 
ouſueß, by that man whom be hath ordained ; whereof be bath 
given aſſurance unto all men, in that be bath raiſed bim from 
the dead. Acts 17.31. See alſo Rom.3.6-16. : 

Now according totheſe three branches of Gods judging, 
we are to take this, namely, in ſuch a ſenſe as including. 
them all. 

1. God will not now own, and 2 them, but reprove, 
eonvict, and bear ſentence againit them, by the ſpirit of 


his mouth, or do&rine, making that a reprover, and con- 
demner of them in their ſpirits, and conſciences; and 
this in mercy, and faithfulneſs to them, that taking ſhame 
to themſelves, and turning at his reproof, they may e- 
ſcape further, and worſe judgement. And ſo is that 7 


* , _ [ - 725 
* a 


bẽ un detſtood „ 1 Pet. 4.6. For thi cauſe wat the Goßpel prea- 
Ched alſo to them that are dead, (even by his Spirit to their 
ſpirits, as in the days of Noab, Cha p. 3. 19.) that they might 
be (namely, by that preaching) judged (chat is, diſcover- 
ed, reproved, condemned, and made to take ſhame) as men 
yet living in the e, but that they might live #ecording to God 
in the fdirit, © To which agrees that, 2 Cor. 5. 15. That one 
died for all, that they which live in their ſeveral ages, ſpould 
not benceforth (namely, after this grace comes to them, in 
his ſpiritual miniſtration, thus diſcovering, and judging 
them as dead men : ſee verf. 14.) live to themſel ves, but to 
bim that died for them, and roſe again. So our Saviour 
ſaich , The Spirit of truth, that he would (end in che prea- 
ching of che Goſpel, ſhould reprove (judge, condemn, con- 
via) the world of fin, becauſe they believe not on bim, 8c. 
ob. 16. 8,9, 10.) that is, by taking of the things of Chriſt 
and ſhewing them, namely, what he bath done, and is be- 
come for ſinners, and ſo gforifying him, he ſhall manifeſt, 
and evince to them, chat it is their own wilful fin, and great 
iniquity, that they believe not on him; and that that is 
the reaſon, that all other fins (which thereby are rendred 
odious, and out of meaſure ſinful) prevail over them, and 
that they remain ftill in them, and are not wathed from 
them. ln this ſenſe of judging, Ez#kzel is called upon as 
Gods mouth, and meſſenger to judge the Elders of Iſracl, 
and the bloudy City: Vili thou judge them, ſon of man, wilt 
thou judge them ? Canſe them toknow their abominations. See 
Exzeck,20.4. & 22.2. & 23.36. R og 
And for this [dare appeal to all Whoremongers and A- 
dulterers, but more eſpecially, to thoſe to whom the plain 
declaration of the Goſpel hath come, (though God 
leaves not bimſelf without wit neſt to any) and moſt of all to 
thoſe of them that have gone on in cheir evil ways, fol- 
lowing their unclean and ſiuful luſts, till they have brought 
further wrath, ſhame, and judgement upon themſelves; 
Whether betore it hath come to that, God hath not often- 
times, by the ſpiritual convictions, and reproofs of his in- 
gruction by his ſervants, or otherwiſe alſo, judged them in 
x thei 
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their own mindes, and confotences': hath. graci- 
ouſly ſhewed them their abominations, and how hateful c& 
him, in diſcovering an . fountain for their ing 
hath not his goodneſs aft- times melted, and moved to re- 
pentance? hach he not many ways cryed to them, Ob 40 
not this abominable thing tbat I bite I though they would 
take no notice of it, nor take ſhame; but went on hiding, 
and holding faſt their deceit; till a decrived liratt turned 
them more a ſide, and they hardened their hearts to a ttrea- 
ſuring up more wrath againſt the day of wrath:? Fer. 44. 
354: Kost. 2. 4. And if any of them d not acknou- 
ledge ſo much, yet let God be true, end r ner mens Her 3 1 
know they bely the Lord in not acknowledging it ; be- 
cauſe I know, be i bol in all bh was, and righteous in all bis 
works , according to that manifeſtation of himſelf in his 
Son : I know be will have uo fellowſhip with iniquity, nor ſpall 
. eaten as approved, or allowed his ſight ; but 

even while he defers his anger, and holds his peace, in xe- 
| ſpe& of the judgements of his hand, not rebuking in fu- 

ry poured out; yet in this firſt, and more gracious way of 
judging, be fraks once aud twict before he ſtrike, though 
men will net perceive, or regard it. Fob 33. 14, & c. Zech. 7. 
912. Ob the folly, and madneſs in the heart of finners, 
that will not ſubmit to his judgement „ nor take ſha me, 
while he is graciouſly judging, chat they might turn from 
their iniquities, and underſtand his truth !. How do they 
lay themſelves open to wrath l for ſtill this decree re- 
mains againſt them, .{#hereviongers and Adv/terers God will 
9 5 had they ſubmitted to chis his merciful 
Ja ing them by the Goſpel and the reproofs oft his in- 
tryuRion,, and turned in che light and power of his re- 
1 unto him, their former wickedneſs ſhould not 
ave been remembredagainſ them in heaven; theit name 
Wang ha ve been changed, and 4 new name giuen them 5 
_ and lo chis decree had yen no longer: againſt t hem, be- 
cauſe they had not ben ſuah now in Gos account. But 


they remaining ſtill Whoremongers and Adulterers, how- 
ever Judged, reproved, and condemned for it by the Lord, 
þ A ; | M | | accor- 


according tothe Goſpel, the ſtill lies as much againſt 
e e lies for ever agaiuſt Whoremongers and 
Adulteters : Fhoremengers and Adwiterers God will judge, 


Aud ſo 1 4 9118 . 1 | T 

Thliey not receiving reproof;; but ſtill remaining ſuch 
eſpecially Act God bark Pee once. and again by the Go- 
ſpely , Mondo 


2. God will ſeverely judge them by the judgements of 
his hand, in this preſent life and world, while yet in mer- 
cy he doth not cut them off in their iniquity ,. ke will 
Ned, Jer regt 8. te: See allo Prov. 6.32 
ju See 16. 38˙38-4o, &c. alſo Prov. 6. 32, 
jus . | ee lathe rg 'alith 2 woman, lacketh — 
derſt and ing ; be tba t doth it, deſtroyeth bis own ſoul : A wound 
and diſponsur ſpall be get, and bis reproacb ſhall not be wiped 
away. Yea, 4 whore. will bring « man to 4 piece of bread, 


and the adulter 6 will hunt fer the precious life + verſ. 24,25, 
265 . True it is, he oft times defers his anger, and 
doth not ſpeedily execute (ach Jadgements on ſuch wor- 


kers of iniquity or with leſs ſeverity , where they have 

had lefs means of knowledge of better things: but be- 

cauſe be leaves. not. himſelf without witneſf to auy, even of 

his goodneſs, that is in, * 74 a Sstidur, moving 
1 le 


i 

to repentance, therefore he 2 | 
out reſpe& of perſons, according to every mans ways: for 
all the ways of 4 man are before the eyes of the Lord, and be 
Pond ereth all bis goings. His own iniquitzes ſhall take the 
wicked by mſelf , and be ſhall be bolden with the cords of bg 
(ins. For % God belongeth vengeance, and recompence, and 
ſoall nt be corre , who „en beathen for ſuch 
things. ' Prov. 3. 19, 20, 21. Plal,94-1,7-10, Rom. 1. 18, 


Abuſe not therefore his tience, forbearance,andlong- 
n my oy agine be L not ſee, pores 
gard ,::* butxna is goodneſs in his patience, and 
bounty yet — is to melt thy heart, and move 
thee to repentance. But God ſhall wound the bead of bj 


exewits , and the bairy ſcalp of ſuch a one toes vn ſtill in big 


treſ- 


, and that with. 
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ing ſalvation i in the way of hs 


| 17 and natwithſtanding them, the Whotemonger and 


—— * 


19 8 D. _ Deftrubizen is % ;heds even A orth- 

x from. God, and e ſtrange: OT to the wor 5s of 
iniquity, Job 31+ 34 Pſa). 68.21. And infinitely. better it 
is tobe judged, yea, to have our Judgement i in che een 
then in the world to come. 

Seeing therefore Gods judging us here, i is by A Me- 
diator, and that he may not jadge:us in the world to 
come, but that we may eſcape the damnation of Hell.: 
Learn (atleaſt when iQ Judges, by him) timel t ham- 
ble our ſelyes under his mi ban d, and 0 * * 
ſelves, that we fail not of f 25 that is yet 

her judged by bi * 
ther ju im: Be not m ers, your e 
made ſtrong; for if under all theſe judgements in this 


Adulceses, and fo the Murtherer, and Covetaus 
who is 2 rema in ſtill ſuch untił the day pa 
that is to ſay, If either continue in the ceib wa and 
courſe. of adting, ſerving , or followi HY Ae 
Hautes for it; for — is no ſuch 


von, that on b — 
n r ve EXLY 0 


LN and Fan's 
great: Thr my 2 rde e . 
and courſe of linhing, jt yer hey den 


e w 


und be the 3» . 
mn 4 — 5 BY * di 
eat h yet. r | 


left 
b of 


(36), | 
under this Sun; but to appear before the Judgement · ſeat 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to receive every one according to the 


deeds done in the body in chis life, whether they be good 


ot bad, according; to the Goſpel-rule of judging: if 
therefore they ſtill remain ſuch in Gods account, they 
Kill remain under the deerte: For Whoremongers and 
Adulterers God will judge. And ſo Aying in their 
ſins, 

3. They fall under the eternal zudgemaduc of the wrath 
of God, the full and proper wages of their fin, and can- 
not eſcape the damnation of Hell-fire, een worm 
dyeth not; and their fire is Rot quenched. 

For from the very time of death, there is a WIR: gulf 
fixed between them, arid thoſe that have eſcaped the pol- 
175 of the world, through the knowledge of the 

nd Saviour and ate not again intangled therei 
2 anche Lord z, yea, bet ween them and Aro 
. living, to hom there is hope, ſo that 
that would paſs from the one to the other cannot. 
rom ahedeefoinh they are ſealed up, and reſerved in pri- 
may che jJadgemenc of the. great day; and — irits 


no ta: hut are! bn corcinaal- 
en Wd A 5900 e gt 
ted, abuſed, and ſinned againft, and in the ſence and 2p. 
prehenſion of t he dreadful wrath of the La mbz that is 


nom become theft portion for ever, c Rev. The 
2 nerd. „ gnisd 200, ei 0 li 0113 e 


that im rns did of ermeſe 


till ite hall have riivi 5 on 
chey b b e r of che Son bf en ce Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt t Err for and re- united with chert ſpi- 


ſions world withqut end. For chen 
ment · lat q a¹ A 


ll es [11804 l taste ans Wa- 
Allele ed, NN ances yy ed again" al? the 
opp o they have fdeſpiſed,; and every ſes 
apa ark ve they have dône: 
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rb. And. one refurre&ion.ofchew:ſhall be to een i 


4 2 


It ſhall be made manifeſt before God, Angels and men, to 

evidence'the equity #nd righteouſneſs of his Judgement, 
which themſelves alſo ſhall chen upon clear conviction ac- 
knowledge juſt ; for from their own mouths he ſhall Judge 
them, and ſo proceed to that righteous and dreadful ſen- 
tence, which from thence in the execution fhall for e- 
ver ſeize on ſoul and body: Go ye curſed into everlaſting 
fire prepared for the devil and bis angels, which is to them 
the ſecond death; and tbe ſmoke of their torment aſcendeib up 
for ever and tver. And God, and his holy Angels, and ſan- 
ctified ones ſhall rejoyce when they ſee the vengeance; for 
there ſhall be no more mercy, bowels or pity in God, An- 
gels, or men towards them for ever, as in this day there 
was. God himſelf ſhall laugh at their catamicy, and mock 
when their fear cometh ; and they ſhall be cormented 


for ever from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glo- 
ry of his power; I fay,for ever in ſoul and body togethe 
for there is no darkneſs or ſhadow-of death left, in whic 


the workers of iniquity may then hide chemfelves; no 
ains or torments ſhall ever be able to put an end to their 
nfible being, or make a diſſolution of ſou} and body a- 


gain; but when an hundred, a thouſand, ten thouſand, 


yea, ten thouſand times renthouſand years have paſſe | 
yet is not the time at all ſhortned; it is Gill for ever, chi 
for ever. Nor is there any intermiſſion, their worm dyeth 


not, and their ſ re is ngt—quencked 3; and it is intinicely 


ſorer puniſhment, then any mercileſs torments thet 
can be ſuffered in this life 3 yea, the pains and miſeries of 
this firſt death, and the Hell pertaining. theteto, will be 
caſt into that lake to boot; all aggravating the terrour 
of it, yet, there will be degrees of torment by the worm, 
andby the fire, and they will.be moſt dreadful, and in the 
higheſt degrees upon thoſe. that have ſinned againſt moſt 
4 who. knoweth the, greatneſs and power of his 

Trath? it will be evenlaccording to his infinite gręataeſi 
oof ty; to execute it, and according to the grace abuſed; 
for then there ſhall be no Mediator to plead for any abate- 
ment, as now there is; nor any to deliver. Oh conkider 
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it in time, ye that forget God, leſt he come and tear you 
in pieces, and there be none to deliver: ſutely then it 
will appear no ſmall mercy to have been now delivered 
frot 105 wrath to come, ſecured ftom the ſecond death, 
whatever men have ſuffered, or denyed themſelves of in 
che way to it. Oh that men were wiſe, and would timely 
take warning to flee from it; and therefore to flee from 
thoſe ways of iniquity, and 2 of the deſtroyer that | 
end in it: For ſuch, as aforeſaid, cannot enter into life, 
nor inherit the Kingdom, or eſtape the damnation of 

Hell. And in their turning, let them turn to the Lord, 
ſeek healing in his name and blood; for except he waſh us, 
we can have no part with him. | 


1 Tbe Ufe of all. a 
That therefore they ens fornication, and be waſh- 
jnine(s;” and 11 the 

gs the 
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ons. | * 
The inſtructions thereof, as particularly applyed in this 


1 


caſe, are, 
1. The bo 


tel own 
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ho ee 
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2. "TheLordisfor thel ; 39s he 7 XI Sen l 

even now caring ſor it: all th „ ſtrength, and mer- 

enjoyed in this body, is y verrue of h loud , and 

| 3 the power of hig mediat ion, who maketb ror: 
ſion for trauſgreſſors, for further ſparing, and that b 

mull be « teſtimony in due mme, and chat g, jo rs 

ies , 


| to — „ and glorie bim in our ſouls, end. 
A* are bi. 
þ And be thet Paiſed up Feſus the Lard from the 146d. fed 
2 raiſe us up by bis own power , even 45 this very u to 

receive in it, according to the thi 5 in it's gp K 
good, or bad: and he ſhall raiſe, and Jude e us by him, ä 
cording to the Goſpel, as before is ſhewed, _ Shall we thn 
take the members of Cbrif, thoſe that are his by purcha 
redeemed, and bought by him, cared for, and bras 


by him, and that muſt be eternally diſpoſed, and ju Are 
NN 5 r woke 1 them the members of. an . 2. Gog ſot- 


* all theſe three brasehes of inſteuction rogether, and 
lied, 1 Cor. 6. 13514; 15- 20. * 
ea, there is alſo ineſuded, and contained in the ſame, 
3 and arguments — from age | 
ob t lag hs from the te- 
ſtimony of 1 Jeu un 0 Nek 25 rede n cho wn 
the truth as it is in him; as to ſay: 14 
t. They have been redeemed Ls the ſame price, in ano- 
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